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Editor’s  Introduction 

By  this  point  you  will  have  noticed  a major  change  in  The  Asylum:  this  is 
the  first  issue  printed  in  full  color.  Based  on  the  healthy  state  of  the  NBS 
finances  and  the  dropping  price  of  decent^quality  color  digital  print' 
ing,  the  NBS  Board  has  decided  to  switch  to  color.  For  some  articles, 
this  makes  a significance  difference,  not  only  in  visual  impact  but  in  the 
informativeness  of  the  presentation:  for  example,  see  David  Fanning’s 
column  in  this  issue,  where  he  discusses  two  different'Colored  bindings 
of  a particular  numismatic  work.  Without  color  printing,  the  differences 
in  the  decorative  stamping  on  the  two  covers  would  still  be  distinguish' 
able  in  the  figures,  but  the  meaning  of  the  descriptions  “crimson”  and 
“maroon”  is  greatly  clarified  by  the  color  images. 

Apart  from  this  enhancement,  you  will  also  notice  the  ballot  inserts. 
Please  cast  your  vote  before  July  20  for  the  annual  Asylum  awards;  all 
the  hard'working  authors  deserve  recognition  for  their  contributions, 
but  you  have  the  opportunity  to  bestow  extra  kudos  on  the  most  out' 
standing.  And  please  also  cast  your  ballot  for  this  year’s  election  of  NBS 
officers  and  governors,  who  will  take  over  at  this  year’s  Annual  Meeting 
in  Illinois. 


David  Yoon 


Key  Public  Auction  Sales  and  Fixed-Price  Lists:  Early 
United  States  Silver  Dollars,  1794-1804 
W.  David  Perkins 

I have  been  collecting  and  researching  the  early  United  States  silver 
dollars  dated  1794-1803  for  over  a quarter  of  a century  now.  A primary 
focus  of  my  research  has  been  the  great  collections  and  collectors  of  the 
early  dollars. 

Early  dollars  can  be  and  have  been  collected  in  many  different  ways 
over  the  last  150  years  or  so.  In  the  mid-  to  late  i8oos,  most  collected 
simply  by  date.  Others  put  collections  together  by  type — different  com' 
binations  of  Flowing  Hair  and  Draped  Bust  obverse  dies  mated  with 
Small  Eagle  and  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  dies,  overdates,  etc.  Over  time 
this  evolved  to  what  I term  “date  and  major  type.”  Some  focus  their  cob 
lecting  on  the  major  types  and  varieties  listed  in  A Guide  Boo\of  United 
States  Coins  (the  Red  Book).  Completing  a collection  of  Red  Book  variet' 
ies  is  a formidable  challenge,  especially  locating  nice  examples  in  higher 
grades.  Today  there  are  also  PCGS  and  NGC  registry  set  collections. 

Currently  the  ultimate  achievement  may  be  a collection  of  all  118 
different  die  marriages — all  the  different  combinations  of  obverse  and 
reverse  dies  used  in  striking  the  early  dollars.  (The  total  of  1 18  does  not 
include  the  “novodel”  issues  of  1801-1804.)  Only  one  person  ever  has 
completed  a set  of  all  118  known  die  marriages.  A number  of  die  man 
riages  have  only  one  specimen  known,  thus  only  one  person  can  have  a 
complete  set  of  all  118  different  die  marriages  at  any  one  time.  Assem' 
bling  close  to  100  or  more  die  marriages  is  quite  a challenge  and  in  most 
cases  takes  many  a decade  or  more  to  achieve. 

As  collecting  the  early  dollars  evolves,  perhaps  the  ultimate  set  some' 
day  will  include  advanced  die  states,  mint  errors,  counterstamped  early 
dollars,  and  all  four  proof  “novodel”  issues ! 

Classifying  and  collecting  early  U.S.  silver  dollars  by  die  marriage 
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W.  David  Perkins 

originated  with  Capt.  John  W.  Haseltine  and  J.  Colvin  Randall  prior 
to  the  publication  of  the  i88i  Haseltine  Type  Table  catalogue.  The 
catalogue  of  the  Messrs.  Bangs  6?  Co.  auction  sale  of  November  28-29, 
1879,  noted  on  page  7: 

Where  a variety  is  designated  by  “H.  R.”  and  a number,  it  relates 

to  number  of  the  variety,  fully  described  in  a work  on  the  types  and 
varieties  of  the  United  States  Silver  Dollars,  Half  and  Quarter  Dob 
lars,  compiled  by  John  W.  Haseltine  from  his  collection  and  that  of 
Mr.  J.C.  Randall,  to  be  issued  in  1880. 

Lot  41  in  this  sale,  for  example,  was  cataloged  as  “1795;  wide  date;  one 
point  of  star  touches  the  curl  nearly  at  the  end;  reverse  has  19  berries; 
very  fine;  H.  6?  R.,  No.  i.”  (For  additional  information  on  this  subject, 
see  Charles  Davis,  “The  Randall  Haseltine  Type  Table,”  The  Asylum  9 
no.  4 (Fall  1993),  pp.  17-19.) 

Despite  this  statement,  as  many  numismatists  know  today,  Haseltine 
offered  his  personal  reference  collection  in  the  Messrs.  Bangs  Co. 
Type  Table  sale  of  November  28-30,  1881,  where  the  collection  was 
catalogued  using  only  Haseltine  (H)  numbers. 

Haseltine  (H)  numbers  were  used  to  classify  the  early  dollars  un- 
til around  1950  when  Milferd  H.  Bolender  published  his  new  book. 
The  United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  from  1794  to  1803.  This  book 
introduced  Bolender  (B)  numbers  and  included  the  Haseltine  (H)  num- 
ber equivalent,  for  example,  “1794  H-i,  B-i  Flowing  Hair  Dollar.”  If  a 
die  marriage  was  unknown  to  Haseltine,  just  a Bolender  number  was 
provided. 

Bolender  numbers  are  still  used  today,  along  with  Bowers-Borckardt 
(BB)  numbers  from  Q.  David  Bowers,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia,  volume  I,  published  in 
1993- 

Following  is  a listing  of  what  I consider  some  of  the  better  early  silver 
dollar  collections  by  die  marriage  that  were  sold  via  public  auction  sales 
and  fixed-price  lists,  starting  with  the  Haseltine  Type  Table  sale  in  1881. 

I have  also  included  a few  selected  “date  and  major  type”  collections. 
Please  note  that  there  have  been  other  great  collections  fonned  in  the 
last  hundred  years  that  were  sold  privately  and  are  not  included  in  this 
listing.  Each  sale  noted  is  followed  by  a short  overview  of  the  collection 
and  a few  highlights. 


Key  Sales  of  Early  U.S.  Dollars 
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CATALOGUE 


JOHN  W.  HASELTINE’S 


OF 


TYPE  TABLE 


& U.  S.  Dollars,  Half  Dollars  & Quarter  Dollars, 

ALSO, 

MANY  ofilER  RARE  AND  FINE  COINS, 

INCLUDINO 

UNITED  STATES  AND  FOREIGN  GOLD;  SILVER  AND  BRONZE 
medals;  JACKSONIAN  TOKENS;  ANCIENT  COINS;  PATTERN 
PIECES;  FRACTIONAL  CURRENCY;  CONFEDERATE  BONDS; 
WAR  ENVELOPES;  AUTOGRAPHS;  PROOF  SETS;  UNITED 
STATES  CENTS  AND  HALF  CENTS;  COLONIALS,  ETC. 

TO  BE  SOLD  AT  AUCTION  BY 

MESSRS.  BANGS  & CO., 

AT  THEIH  SALE3HOOM8, 

A^as.  jsg  and  J41  Broadway,  New  York, 

ON 

MOHDAY,  TUESDAY  & WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOONS, 
November  28,  29  ^ 30, 1881, 

COMMENCING  AT  H.U,F  PAST  TWO  O’CLOCK. 


Catalogue  by  John  W.  Haseltine. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

' Batts  & Penntpackbb,  Steam  Power  Printers.  No.  23  S.  Tenth  St. 
' 1881. 


;.4: 1 • -iv  • .■iivj'i- -• 


Figure  i.  Inside  cover  page  for  Capt.  John  W.  Haseltine’s  Type  Table  sale. 
This  was  the  sale  of  his  collection  of  U.S.  dollars,  half  dollars,  and  quarter 
dollars  by  die  variety,  using  Haseltine  numbers  for  classification.  This  cata- 
logue was  used  as  a reference  for  early  silver  dollars  until  Bolender  s book  was 
published  in  1950. 


6 


W.  David  Per\ins 


United  States  Coins.  ^ 


/ 129  1787;  Connecticut  Cent;  with  two  reverses,  one  incused. 

/o  130  Connecticut  Cent;  struck  on  part  of  planchet  only. 

131  Connecticut  Cent;  struck  on  part  of  planchet  only, 

y 132  1788;  Connecticut  Cent;  shows  2 heads  oh  obverse. 

J“133  1810;  Prussia;  1 Schilling;  rev.,  same  incused. 

/ 134  1836;  Belgium;  rev.,  other  side  reverse  incused. 

/ 135  George  III;  Half  Penny;  reverse  same  as  obvei^se,  incused. 

^ 136  United  States;  Bronze.2  and  1 Cents;  struck  on  part  of  planchet  only; 
4 pieces. 

/ «/l37  Rebellion  Token;  “ Good  for  1 Cent;”  rev.,  the  same,  incused. 

1863;  Rebellion  Token;  head  of  Liberty;  rev.,  the  same,  incused, 
y,y^l39  1863;  Rebellion  Token;  different  head  of  Liberty;  rev.,  the  same,  in- 
cused. 

140  Rebellion  Token;  Oliver  Boutwell,  Troy,  N.  Y.;  rev.,  the  same,  in- 
cused. 


XJaxited.  States  Sil*^er  E>ollars. 


•[Where  a variety  is  designated  by  “H.  & R.”  and  a number,  it  relates  to 
number  of  tbe  variety,  fully  described  in  a work  on  the  types  and  varieties 
of  the  United  States  Silver  Dollars,  Half  and  Quarter  Dollars,  compiled 
by  John  W.  Haseltine  from  his  collection  and  that  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Randall, 
to  be  issued  in  1880.] 


141 

/.JJ'Wi 

“ 143 

144 

S- 3“  146 
146 

,0'^  149 
<2,  ^150 


1795;  wide  date;  one  point  of  star  touches  the  curl  nearly  at  the  end; 
reverse  has  19  berries;  very  fine;  H.  & R.,  No.  1. 

1795;  wide  date;  long  bust;  lower  curl  has  one  point  of  star  touching 
it;  rev.,  14  benies;  good;  scmtched  in  field;  H.  & R.,  No.  7; 
scarce. 

1795;  fillet  bead;  lower  star  touches  second  curl;  rev.,  7 berries;  H.  & 
R.,  No.  13;  very  good;  almost  fine. 

1795;  fillet  head;  lowest  star  near  lowest  curl;  rev.,  6 berries;  good; 
H.  &R.,  No.  14. 

1796;  small  date;  rev.,  8 berries;  fine;  H.  & R.,  No.  4. 

1796;  large  date;  rev.,  lowest  berry  under  tlie  stem  of  wreath  opposite 
to  “U;”  very  good;  H.  & R.,  No.  5;  scaree. 

1797;  7 stars  facing;  rey.*  lowest  berry  on  upper  part  of  the  stem  of 
wreath;  fine;  H.  &R.,  No.  1. 

1797;  6 stars  facing;  rev.,  lowest  berry  under  the  stem  of  wreath; 
good;  H.  & R.,  No.  8. 

1798;  18  stars;  rev.,  small  eagle;  large  letters;  good;  rare;  H.  & R., 
No.  1. 

1798;  large  eagle;  close  date;  8 in  date  touches  the  bust;  rev.,  10 
arrows  in  eagle’s  claw;  diminutive  berries  on  laurel  branch;  fine; 
H.  & R.,  No.  6. 


I 
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Figure  2,  Messrs.  Bangs  Co.  noted  on  page  7 of  their  November  28-29, 
1879,  sale  catalogue  that  a new  work  on  types  and  varieties  by  Haseltine 
and  Randall  would  be  issued  in  1880.  As  we  now  know,  Haseltine  issued 
bis  Type  Table  catalogue  in  1881  with  no  credit  given  to  Randall.  Lots  141 
through  150  on  this  page  are  attributed  using  H.  R.  numbers. 


Key  Sales  of  Early  U.S.  Dollars 
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November  28-30,  1881 

John  W.  Haseltine’s  Type  Table  sale 
Important  as  the  first  extensive  date  and  die^variety  collection  of  early 
silver  dollars  offered  via  a public  auction  sale,  the  “Haseltine  Reference 
Collection.”  Some  varieties  that  were  disposed  of  prior  to  the  sale  are 
listed  in  the  back  of  the  catalogue  (1794  Haseltine'i  (H'l);  1795  H'8;  1802 
H'7  and  1804  H-i).  No  specimens  were  plated,  making  it  difficult  to  at- 
tribute die  varieties  using  only  the  descriptions.  B.  Max  Mehl  reprinted 
the  Hazeltine  fsic|  Type  Table>  in  1927. 

June  29- July  i,  1885 

W.  Elliot  Woodward  sale  of  the  cabinet  of  J.  Colvin  Randall 
J.  Colvin  Randall  (collector  and  dealer)  collection  of  early  silver  dollars. 
This  appears  to  be  a high  quality  collection.  A few  coins  are  plated. 
Some  dollars  are  cataloged  by  Randall  numbers.  In  the  introduction 
to  the  early  dollars.  Woodward  stated  that  in  a private  letter  Randall 
wrote,  “The  idea  of  a correct  work  on  types  and  varieties  of  United 
States  silver  dollars,  halves  and  quarters,  originated  with  me.  H.  and 
myself  were  to  publish  the  work  together,  but  without  any  consulta- 
tion whatever  with  me,  he  issued  for  his  own  benefit  what  he  styles 
the  Type-Table  Catalogue.”  Some  early  dollar  varieties  are  referred  to 
as  “No.  6,  No.  7,  etc”  and  most  likely  correspond  to  Haseltine  and/or 
Randall  numbers. 

May  11-12,  1945 

Numismatic  Gallery,  the  “World’s  Greatest  Collection  of  United  States 

Silver  Coins”  sale 

This  sale  included  F.  C.  C.  Boyd’s  extensive  early  dollar  collection  by 
die  marriage,  catalogued  by  Haseltine  numbers.  This  was  the  first  large 
specialized  collection  of  early  dollars  offered  by  Haseltine  numbers  in 
the  twentieth  century.  “Hazeltine’s  fsic|  Type  Table”  was  reprinted 
in  the  back  of  the  sale  catalogue.  Beautiful  1794  dollar  (graded  PCGS 
MS66  today  and  considered  by  many  to  be  one  of  the  two  finest  known 
specimens)  and  many  rarities  and  high-condition  specimens.  Some  plates, 
but  plated  coins  do  not  always  correlate  with  lot  descriptions.  Use 
caution  when  researching  varieties  here,  as  a number  of  varieties  are 
misattributed  as  to  H numbers  and  some  new  Haseltine  numbers  are 
“made  up.”  These  are  not  likely  new  die  marriages.  For  example;  lot  ‘)9, 
called  1798  H-32,  is  described  as  having  a “knobless  nine.”  The  H-32  die 


8 


W.  David  Per\ins 


Figure  3.  F.C.  C.  Boyd's  personal  leather^bound  copy  of  the  "World's  Greitt- 
est  Collection"  (WGC)  aitalogue  for  &irly  U.S.  silver  coinage.  The  1945 
WGC  sale  was  the  first  extensive  collection  of  eiirly  dollars  offered  for  public 
sale  using  Haseltine  numbers  since  1881.  Attributing  by  Haseltine  numbers 
was  difficult  as  the  Haseltine  Type  Table  had  no  photos. 


Key  Sales  of  Early  U.S.  Dollars 
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marriage  has  a “knob  nine”;  thus  this  coin  is  not  an  H'ja  (today’s  B-3,2). 
No  pedigree  information.  Approximately  two  thirds  of  the  early  dollar 
lots  in  this  sale  were  acquired  by  Adolph  Friedman  according  to  the  bid 
book  for  this  sale. 

August  21-24,  1949 

Numismatic  Gallery,  1949  ANA  Convention  sale 
Many  early  dollar  varieties  catalogued  by  Haseltine  number,  most  ex 
World’s  Greatest  Collection.  Adolph  Friedman,  who  purchased  the  ma' 
jority  of  the  WGC  specimens  in  1945,  consigned  most  of  the  early  dob 
lars.  I have  found  some  varieties  to  be  misattributed  (wrong  Haseltine 
numbers). 

May  23,  1950 

B.  Max  Mehl  Golden  Jubilee  sale 

This  sale  offered  a wonderful  date  and  major  type  collection  of  early 
silver  dollars.  There  were  two  1794  dollars,  one  graded  Almost  Uncir- 
culated, ex  Granberg,  Newcomer,  Woodin,  and  Colonel  Green.  There 
were  only  two  early  dollar  plates,  one  of  the  1794  dollars  and  the  1804 
dollar.  Many  of  the  dollars  were  in  uncirculated  condition,  or  close  to 
uncirculated.  A fair  number  of  the  early  dollars  offered  in  this  sale  are 
pedigreed  to  the  Col.  Green  collection,  the  Col.  Green  early  dollars  hav- 
ing been  dispersed  in  the  1940s  by  Eric  P.  Newman  and  B.  G.  Johnson 
of  St.  Louis. 

Septembers,  1951 

M.  H.  Bolender  sale  of  Marmaduke  Fox  early  dollar  collection 
This  was  M.  H.  Bolender’s  first  large  sale  of  early  dollars  by  the  then- 
new  Bolender  variety  numbers.  There  were  170  early  dollar  varieties 
in  total,  but  the  collection  lacked  many  of  the  rarer  die  marriages.  No 
plates.  Bolender  held  back  the  1802/1  B-9  discovery  specimen  from  the 
Fox  collection  sale  and  kept  it  for  his  own  reference  collection. 

February  23,  1952 

M.  H.  Bolender  sale  of  his  personal  reference  collection  of  early  dollars 
This  was  the  sale  of  Bolender’s  reference  collection  of  early  dollars,  in- 
cluding almost  all  of  the  plate  coins  used  to  illustrate  his  1950  book  The 
United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  from  1794  to  1803,  which  supplanted 
the  Haseltine  Type  Table  catalogue.  In  all,  183  specimens  were  offered, 
representing  106  different  die  marriages.  Bolender  also  had  an  1802  proof 
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183rd 

AUCTION  SALE 

of 

Rare  Coins,  Medals  & Tokens, 
and  Paper  Money 

Featuring  the  Extensive  Private  Collection  of 

United  States  Silver  Dollars 

With  183  Varieties  Before  1804 

The  Collection  Formed  by  M.  H.  Bolender 
AND  OTHER  FINE  CONSIGNMENTS 

Including  a magnificent  collection  of  quarters,  over  250  lots,  with 
three  of  17961  C.S.A.  and  Southern  State  Currency  nearly  complete, 
choice  ancient  Greek  and  Roman  coins,  extensive  fine  quality  collection 
of  silver  and  copper  coins  of  the  World,  rare  crowns.  Colonial  coins 
and  paper  money,  collection  of  proof  Indian  head  cents,  choice  large 
cents,  rare  medals  and  tokens,  uncirculated  rolls,  numismatic  literature, 
etc. 

★ 

To  Be  Sold  by  Mail  Auction 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  23,  1952 

By  the  Cataloguer 

M.  H.  BOLENDER 

1 1 26  Benson  Blvd., 

FREEPORT,  ILLINOIS 


Figure  4.  Inside  cover  page  of  Milferd  H.  Bolender's  183rd  sale,  the  sale  of 
his  reference  collection  of  early  U.S.  silver  dollars.  This  sale  took  place  in 
February  1952,  approximately  two  yeiirs  after  he  published  his  new  book  The 
United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  from  1794  to  1803.  The  publication  of  this 
book  spawned  a new  generation  of  collectors  of  etirly  dollars  by  die  marriage. 


Key  Sales  of  Early  U.S.  Dollars 
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dollar.  Great  pedigree  information  was  included  for  virtually  every  lot. 
No  plates,  but  references  to  coins  plated  in  his  book  are  included  f'ob' 
verse  plated  in  my  book,”  '"reverse  plated  in  my  book,”  or  “both  obverse 
and  reverse  plated  in  my  book”)  in  lot  descriptions.  One  of  the  greatest 
early  dollar  die-variety  collections  ever  offered.  Despite  having  written 
the  book  Bolender  did  not  have  all  of  the  known  die  marriages;  some  of 
the  missing  marriages  were  unique  and  others  were  in  other  specialists’ 
early  dollar  collections.  Bolender  owned  a few  of  the  other  missing  die 
marriages  at  one  time  and  sold  them  (for  example,  he  had  owned  a 1795 
B'7  dollar  but  sold  it  prior  to  this  sale). 

August  16-19,  1952 
1952  ANA  Convention  sale 

The  early  dollar  collections  of  O.  K.  Rumbel  (approximately  172  early 
dollar  lots)  of  Mission,  Texas,  and  Ralph  J.  Lathrop  (approximately  60 
early  dollar  lots)  were  offered.  The  172  early  dollar  lots  in  the  Rum- 
bel collection  represented  only  74  unique  die  marriages  but  included  a 
number  of  different  die  states  for  many  marriages.  Early  dollar  varieties 
were  catalogued  by  Bolender  numbers.  Fair  number  of  early  dollar  plates. 
Good  cataloguing  for  the  time,  probably  by  Walter  Breen.  Minimal  pedi- 
gree information  was  included. 

April  8-10,  1954 
Stack’s  Davis-Graves  sale 

There  were  a fair  number  of  early  dollars  by  Bolender  variety  in  this 
collection.  Some  plates.  This  sale  was  important  for  offering  two  1794 
dollars,  including  the  unique  1794  silver  dollar  trial  piece  in  copper. 
There  were  only  a few  die-variety  rarities  and  condition  rarities  in  this 
sale.  The  sale  ended  with  the  R.  Coulton  Davis  specimen  of  the  1804 
silver  dollar,  which  was  plated  on  the  cover  of  the  catalogue. 

April  29-30,  1955 

James  Kelly  sale  of  the  Andre  DeCoppet  collection  of  early  dollars 
This  DeCoppet  collection  sale  on  first  glance  appears  to  offer  a large 
early  dollar  collection  by  die  marriage  (approximately  123  early  dollars), 
many  in  high  grades.  In  reality,  DeCoppet  did  not  collect  early  dollars 
by  die  marriage.  The  dollars  in  this  collection  (or  “hoard,”  as  I would 
term  it)  were  attributed  for  this  sale  by  Frank  Stirling,  a noted  early  dol- 
lar specialist  from  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  No  plates;  very  few  pedigrees 
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listed.  This  collection  lacked  most  of  the  rare  die  marriages.  (For  more 
information  on  DeCoppet  and  this  sale  see  W.  David  Perkins,  '‘The  de 
Coppet  Hoard  of  Early  Silver  Dollars,”  The  Asylum  25  no.  i (Winter 
2007),  pp.  9-14.) 

Actual  date  unknown,  probably  issued  in  January  or  February  1959 

Hollinbeck  Kagin  Coin  Co.,  America’s  Outstanding  Collection  of  Sih 

ver  Dollars 

Fixed'price  list  (FPL)  entitled  “America’s  Outstanding  Collection  of 
Silver  Dollars.”  The  lots  in  this  FPL  are  from  the  collection  of  Emanuel 
“Manny”  Taylor,  an  early  dollar  specialist  from  New  York  who  was 
active  for  many,  many  years.  Taylor  also  collected  early  copper  coinage. 
This  author  was  told  by  Art  Kagin  that  he  purchased  this  collection  en 
bloc  from  Emanuel  Taylor  in  the  1950s,  and  that  this  FPL  was  the  Taylor 
collection  (with  no  additions).  This  was  an  extensive  early  dollar  collec' 
tion,  but  unfortunately  there  were  no  plates.  (Art  told  me  that  “plates 
were  too  expensive”  back  then !)  There  were  many  rarities  and  condition 
rarities,  including  one  of  the  three  known  (today)  1796  B'6  dollar  sped' 
mens  which  have  a large  vertical  die  break  bisecting  the  reverse.  This  is 
a difficult  FPL  to  locate.  (For  more  information  on  this  FPL  and  collec' 
tion  see  W.  David  Perkins,  “A  Rare  but  Little  Known  Fixed  Price  List: 
America’s  Outstanding  Collection  of  Silver  Dollars  for  Sale  at  Fixed 
Prices,”  The  Asylum  23  no.  4 (Fall  2005),  pp.  154-160.) 

September  18-19,  1968 

Lester  Merkin  sale  of  (part  of)  the  Ostheimer  early  dollar  collection 
This  sale  offered  an  extensive  collection  of  early  dollars  by  Bolender 
varieties  with  many  rarities  and  condition  census  specimens.  Wonderful 
pedigrees  with  many  lots  plated.  According  to  the  Merkin'Ostheimer 
auction  settlement,  only  two  of  the  early  dollar  lots  were  not  consigned 
by  the  Ostheimers — lot  223,  the  1794  dollar,  and  lot  236,  a 1795  B'i5a 
dollar.  Although  not  included  in  the  pedigree  information  in  the  lot 
cataloguing,  the  majority  of  the  early  dollars  in  this  sale  were  from  the 
W.G.  Baldenhofer  and  Kenneth  P.  Austin  collections.  Bolender  pun 
chased  these  two  great  die'variety  collections  privately  from  Balden' 
hofer  and  Austin  and  immediately  resold  them  more  or  less  en  bloc  to 
the  Ostheimers.  This  was  a great  early  dollar  offering  and  overall  a great 
auction  catalogue.  (For  more  information  see  W.  David  Perkins,  “Who 
was  Parish  Baldenhofer?”  The  Asylum  25  no.  2 (Spring  2007),  PP- 
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June  25,  1970 
Hollinbeck'Kagin  sale 

This  sale  offered  many  early  dollar  varieties  by  Bolender  number.  Unfon 
tunately  none  was  plated.  There  were  a number  of  rarities  and  condition 
rarities.  Most  likely  a fair  number  of  these  silver  dollars  were  “left  over” 
from  the  1959  Hollinbeck  Kagin  FPL  of  the  Emanuel  Taylor  collection. 

October  1973 

Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Gilhousen  collection 
This  sale  offered  a large  run  of  early  dollars,  many  ex  Bolender,  Os- 
theimer,  Baldenhofer,  and  Austin.  This  part  of  the  Ostheimer  collec- 
tion had  been  acquired  privately  by  the  Goldbergs  directly  from  the 
Ostheimers.  Many  of  the  dollars  were  plated  in  the  sale  catalogue.  Good 
pedigrees.  This  sale  was  the  first  public  auction  sale  ever  to  offer  three 
different  1794  dollars.  Another  highlight  of  this  sale  was  a beautiful  1795 
B-16  dollar  in  AU/UNC,  ex  Bolender  and  R-8,  unique  at  the  time.  Breen 
likely  catalogued  this  collection. 

December  9-10,  1974 

Stack’s  sale  of  the  W.  Earl  Spies  early  dollar  variety  collection 
The  W.  Earl  Spies  collection  was  a very  large  and  very  complete  early 
dollar  collection  by  Bolender  numbers  (with  over  230  specimens),  includ- 
ing many  different  die  states  for  certain  die  marriages.  This  collection 
was  said  to  be  formed  over  a period  of  forty  years  (according  to  the  intro- 
duction to  the  catalogue).  (It  was  more  likely  over  about  twenty  years, 
based  on  this  author’s  research,  courtesy  of  W.  Earl  Spies’s  family.)  Two 
1798  B-33  die  marriages  were  offered  (with  only  three  specimens  of  the 
1798  B-33  die  marriage  known  today).  Fair  number  of  plates,  but  unfor- 
tunately some  important  varieties  and  rare  die  states  were  not  plated. 
The  “new’’  1795  B-18  and  1798  B-32  dollars  offered  in  this  sale  were 
attributed  incorrectly,  and  thus  mistakenly  catalogued  as  “unknown’’ 
to  Bolender. 

August  19-23,  1975 

Superior  Galleries  1975  ANA  Convention  sale 
Outstanding  early  dollars,  the  majority  are  ex  Ostheimer  collection. 
This  sale  offered  many  early  dollars  from  the  Ostheimer  collection  that 
had  not  been  sold  in  the  September  1968  Lester  Merkin  sale,  minus 
a few  specimens  sold  earlier  in  other  sales.  In  total  there  were  over 
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96  1795.  Another  B-5^.  Very  Good  to  Fine  10.  Bold  and  clean,  but  with  two  small  edge  bruises 

opposite  the  seventh  and  eighth  stars  and  a nick  opposite  the  fifth  star  on  the  denticles.  PHOTO  ($250.00— S300.00) 


97  1795.  Three  leaves.  B-6.  Y of  LIBERTY  above  T;  same  reverse  as  the  common  Bolender  5. 

Very  Fine  35,  traces  of  old  cleaning.  Bright  obverse;  reverse  gray  toned  with  iridescent  lustre 
in  among  the  leaves  and  branches.  Some  adjustment  marks  are  around  the  obverse  border 
and  parts  of  the  reverse  border  are  irregularly  struck  up  at  the  denticles.  Rather  clean  sur- 
faces with  just  a few  of  the  slightest  edge  dents.  High  Condition  Census,  possibly  second 
finest  known  as  this  one  is  superior  to  the  Lighthouse-Boiender  example  illustrated  on  the 
Bolender  pbte.  None  are  known  in  full  Mint  State  and  extremely  rare  in  this  condition. 

Ex  Ostheiiner.  PHOTO  (S700.00-S900.00) 


98  1795.  Another  B-6  (R-4).  Early  die  state.  Very  Fine  25  or  better,  but  cleaned  and  having 
many  obverse  adjustment  marics,  as  made.  Fairly  good  centering  and  the  few  light  rim  dents 
on  either  side  aren’t  worth  mentionjna.  Very  scarce  and  undmalued.  Ex  Baldenhofer; 

Ostheimer.  PHOTO  SOtM  hrfttt-'  'T-iO  (S600.00-S800.00) 

>.AL>  SLc**.-  to  et.  uum4*U{  ^ 

99  1795.  B-7  (high  R-4).  Lowest  cur!  very  small;  two  berries  under  D.  From  our  Gilhousen 
sale,  lot  1215,  described  as  follows:  '^Richly  toned  prooflike  Uncirculated,  somewhat  soft 
strike.  Light  handling  marks  near  lowest  curls.  Believed  to  be  by  a small  margin  finest  of 
four  top  examples  of  the  variety.  Ex  Bolender,  W.  G.  Baldenhofer.  Ostheimer.  Pictured 

(obverse  and  reverse)  on^^B^ng^t^^^.’’,^^OTO  ($7500.00— $10,000.00) 


00  1795.  Another  B-7.  Extremely  Fine  45  or  so,  brilliant,  and  faintly  reflective  beneath  the 
lightly  handled  surfaces.  Flatly  struck-up  centers  and  some  adjustment  marks  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  reverse.  There  are  also  four  small  obverse  rim  bruises  that  really  don't  distract 

from  this  ($1000.00— $1 250.00) 

¥(V/Ar  op  3 6V  u>K<cIa  I It 

01  1795.  Two  leaves  B-8  (R-8).  Head  high.  left,  and  close  to  LIBERTY,  wide  date.  Very  Fine 
20,  some  faint  iridescent  toning  about  the  edges,  and  exceptionally  well  centered  and  clean, 
save  for  a few  superficial  marks  below  Liberty's  eye  (excellent  for  identification  purposes) 
and  a minute  nick  at  the  edge  opposite  the  third  star.  Extremely  rare  and  probably  the 
finest  example  extant.  Missing  from  most  collections.  A famous  example  from  M.H. 

Bolender 's  original  collection  and  illustrated  on  Plate  authoritative  work  on  early 

dollars.  A rare  opportunity.  Ex  F.C.C.  Boyd  (W.G.cJjTBmender,  Austin,  Ostheimer. 

PHOTO  (SIOOO.OO-SISOO.OO) 


D2  1795.  Two  leaves.  B-9(R-4).  Close  date  obverse,  same  as  Bolender's  3 and  1 1 ; reverse  of 

Bolender  4.  Extremely  Fine  40.  heavily  toned  gray  and  iridescent.  Well  centered  and  struck. 

Without  harm,  except  for  one  pin-prick  right  of  the  eagle’s  neck  and  one  above  Libcrt>’. 

Condition  Census  and  rare  so  fine.  ExI^jV^  Baldenhofer.  A.J.  Ostheimer.  PHOTO  ($1000.00-$!  250.00) 


Figure  5.  Auction  viewing  lot  notes  on  i79<?  Flowing  Hair  dollar  lots.  Photo 
taken  from  Jack  Collins’  copy  of  the  Superior  Coin  Stamp,  Inc.,  August 
1975  ANA  sale  catalogue,  lots  796-802.  Jack  Collins  and  George  Kolbe  were 
editors  of  The  Asylum  from  1979  to  the  summer  of  1984.  Note  the  great  rar- 
ity,  pedigree  and  condition  census  information  for  each  lot.  Plate  photos  were 
located  in  the  back  section  of  the  catalogue. 
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250  early  dollars  in  this  sale!  Multiple  die  states  of  varieties,  condition 
census  specimens,  and  all  the  rarities.  Wonderful  pedigree  information 
was  included  for  every  lot.  Many  of  the  Bolender  reference  collection 
specimens  were  once  again  offered  for  sale.  Almost  all  early  dollars  were 
plated,  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Many  R-7  and  R'8  die  marriages.  The 
cataloging  was  first-rate,  using  the  Ostheimers’  records  and  notes. 

October  22-23,  1981 

Stack’s  sale  of  the  Harold  L.  Bareford  early  dollar  collection 
The  Bareford  sale  was  a high-quality  date  and  major  type  collection  of 
early  dollars.  A strong  catalogue  with  pedigree  information  and  plate 
photos  for  every  lot.  The  Dexter  specimen  of  the  1804  dollar  was  offered, 
catalogued  over  seven  pages.  This  is  a favorite  sale  catalogue  of  mine. 

January  18-21,  1984 

Stack’s  sale  of  the  Amon  G.  Carter,  Jr.,  Family  collection 
The  Carter  collection  was  a high-quality  date  and  major  type  collection 
of  early  dollars.  Beautiful  color  plates  of  many  high-grade  specimens.  The 
early  dollar  offerings  opened  with  a beautifully  toned  uncirculated  1794 
dollar,  considered  by  many  to  be  the  finest  known  for  the  date  and  which 
was  again  sold  at  public  auction  by  Stack’s  Bowers  in  January  2013  in 
New  York  City.  The  Carter  collection  included  an  example  of  all  three 
dates  of  proof  “novodel”  dollars  (1801,  1802,  and  1803)  along  with  a 
specimen  of  the  1804  silver  dollar.  Unfortunately  there  was  no  pedigree 
information  included  in  the  cataloguing.  (This  author  believes  many  of 
the  early  dollars  are  ex  Col.  Green  collection  and  ex  Jerome  Kern  sale.) 

February  20-22,  1986 

Heritage  Mid- Winter  ANA  auction  sale 
The  sale  is  important  to  specialists  for  twenty-five  lots  of  early  dollars 
that  according  to  the  cataloguer  “constitute  the  major  portion  of  the  col- 
lection of  a famous  American  numismatist  from  Louisiana.’’  These  early 
dollars  were  from  the  collection  of  early  dollar  specialist  Frank  Stirling 
of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  Seven  of  these  twenty-five  early  dollar  lots 
were  plated  in  black  and  white.  In  addition,  there  were  sixteen  obverse 
plates  in  color.  The  Stirling  collection  had  a number  of  R-8  and  R-7  die 
marriages,  including  a couple  of  discovery  coins  for  die  marriages.  Good 
pedigree  information  for  many  lots.  Jules  Reiver  assisted  in  the  catalogu- 
ing. In  reality  this  offering  represented  only  one  third  of  the  Stirling 
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early  dollar  collection;  the  balance  of  the  collection  was  appraised  by 
this  author  in  2005. 

May  27-29,  1988 

Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  H.  W.  ’’’Woody”  Blevins  collection  of 
early  dollars 

This  was  an  extensive  and  fairly  complete  die-variety  collection  of  early 
silver  dollars.  Many  of  the  early  dollars  were  plated.  Of  note  were  the 
extremely  rare  1795  B-8,  B-io,  and  B-ii  dollars.  Doug  Winter  cataloged 
the  early  dollars  in  this  sale. 

March  27-31,  1989 
B&r’M  Four  Landmark  Collections  sale 
This  sale  offered  a very  nice  run  of  over  fifty  early  dollars.  All  lots  were 
plated,  many  in  2 x siz;e.  Three  1794  dollars  were  offered.  Many  high- 
grade  1795  dollars.  An  1802  proof ’’’novodel”  dollar.  More  than  one  early 
dollar  specialist  over  the  years  has  commented  they  wish  that  they  had 
bought  a few  more  early  dollars  from  this  sale ! 

June  11-12,  1989 
B6?M  Brooks  collection  sale 

Over  140  early  dollar  lots  were  in  this  sale,  not  attributed  to  any  par- 
ticular collection.  Almost  all  lots  plated,  some  2 x , eight  color  plates. 
Many  scarce  and  rare  varieties  were  mixed  in.  Many  condition  census 
specimens.  Three  1794  dollars! 

May  17,  1990 

Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  H.  Roland  Willasch  collection 
This  was  another  offering  of  an  extensive  collection  of  early  silver  dol- 
lars by  Bolender  numbers.  The  sale  contained  the  Willasch  early  dollar 
collection  as  well  as  additions.  Many  plates.  Strong  run  of  1795  Flow- 
ing Hair  dollar  die  marriages.  The  early  dollars  were  catalogued  by  Jim 
Matthews. 

April  6-8,  1997 

Bowers  ^ Merena  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  early  dollars 
This  was  a high-grade  date  and  major  type  collection  of  early  dollars 
with  strong  pedigrees.  Most  coins  had  been  off  the  market  for  over  100 
years.  This  sale  was  also  important  as  it  offered  the  discovery  specimen 
and  unique  1795  B-18  dollar  variety,  ex  George  Earle  collection.  There 
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was  extensive  and  detailed  cataloguing  for  each  lot.  Many  plates  and  2 x 
photos.  An  1804  dollar  ended  this  nice  run  of  early  dollars. 

September  23-24,  2002 

Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg  sale  of  the  San  Marino  collection  of  Bust  dob 
lars 

Extensive  collection  and  sale  of  early  silver  dollars  dated  1794-1805  (not 
a typo!)  by  die  marriage,  the  majority  from  the  San  Marino  collection. 
Great  coins,  great  photos,  great  pedigrees,  and  many  rarities,  includ' 
ing  R'7  and  R'8  die  marriages  and  neat  die  states  (some  unlisted  in  the 
Bowers  silver  dollar  book).  The  sale  was  well  catalogued  by  early  silver 
expert  Jim  Matthews. 

June  30,  2005 

ANR  sale  of  the  Cardinal  collection 
The  Cardinal  collection  was  a high-grade,  date/ major  type  and  “other 
type”  (as  defined  by  the  collector)  collection;  for  example,  this  collection 
had  multiple  die  marriages  of  Flowing  Hair  dollars  with  silver  plug  cen- 
ters. All  coins  were  graded  by  PCGS  and  were  part  of  the  consignor’s 
PCGS  registry  set.  All  coins  in  this  sale  were  plated  in  2 x siz,e  and  in 
color.  Great  pedigree  information  was  included. 

January  24-28,  2006 

Heritage  sale  of  the  Jules  Reiver  collection,  volume  III 
Very  complete  collection  of  early  dollars  by  die  marriage.  Jules  was  only 
missing  a few  die  marriages  at  the  time  of  his  death.  A few  other  scarce 
and  extremely  rare  die  marriages  were  sold  privately  prior  to  the  auc- 
tion sale  (including  1795  B-ii,  1798  B-5,  1798  B-7,  1798  B-18,  and  1798 
B-33).  Thus  the  Reiver  early  dollar  collection  was  more  complete  than 
it  appeared  in  this  Heritage  sale  catalogue.  Pedigree  information  was 
included  for  each  lot. 

January  3-6,  2007 

Heritage  2007  FUN  auction  of  the  William  Luebke  collection  of  early 
dollars 

Most  complete  die-variety  collection  sold  at  public  auction  since  the 
1975  ANA  sale.  This  collection  had  108  of  the  1 18  possible  die  marriag- 
es. Cataloguing  was  by  Mark  Borckardt  of  Heritage  Auctions.  A special, 
separate  catalogue  was  issued  for  this  sale  in  addition  to  the  Luebke  early 
dollar  lots  being  catalogued  and  included  in  the  main  sale  catalogue. 
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January  3-6,  2007  • Orlando,  Florida 


Luebke 
ction  of 
iy  Dollars 


Figure  6.  Heritage  Auction  Galleries  issued  a limited,  separate  catalogue  for 
the  sale  of  the  William  Luebke  collection  of  early  dollars  in  January  2007, 
with  the  Luebke-Reiver  1794  dollar  illustrated  on  the  cover.  Luebke  had  108 
of  the  1 18  die  marriages,  having  collected  the  early  dollars  for  over  a decade. 
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April  16-18,  2008 

Heritage  sale  of  the  Queller  Family  collection  of  early  dollars 
Fairly  extensive  date  and  major  type  collection  of  early  dollars  along 
with  a fair  number  of  different  die  marriages.  This  collection  offered 
over  100  early  dollars  in  total.  Collection  was  started  in  late  1960s.  The 
Mickley'Hawn  1804  dollar  was  extensively  described. 

September  5,  2011 

Ira  Larry  Goldberg  sale  of  the  Hesselgesser  collection  of  early  dob 
lars,  part  II 

This  sale  represented  the  majority  of  the  Dr.  Hesselgesser’s  registry  set 
collection  of  early  dollars.  This  collection  was  missing  less  than  10  of 
the  1 18  total  die  marriages  known.  Many  duplicates  had  been  sold  over 
the  years,  prior  to  this  sale.  Lots  were  plated  in  both  2 x and  i x size  in 
color,  a nice  touch  by  the  Goldbergs.  Multiple  Flowing  Hair  dollar  die 
marriages  with  silver  plug  centers.  Many  rarities  including  multiple  R-8s 
and  R'7s.  Very  high  average  grades.  Very  little  pedigree  information. 


Figure  7.  Photo  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  unique  1795  BuS,  BB'17 
1795  Flowing  Hair  dollar.  This  was  in  the  Eliasberg  collection  and  is  now  in 
a prominent  northeastern  collection,  the  only  complete  collection  ever  formed 
of  all  1 18  different  dollar  die  marriages  from  1794  to  1803.  (Photo  courtesy  of 
Bowers  Merena.) 
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Figure  8.  The  1796  B'6  silver  dollar  is  an  easy  die  marriage  to  attribute  when 
it  comes  with  the  heavy  vertical  die  break  you  see  here  over  the  right  third  of 
the  reverse.  This  is  the  finest  of  three  specimens  known  to  me.  This  specimen 
is  most  likely  the  discovery  specimen  for  the  die  marriage  and  was  first  offered 
for  public  sale  in  the  Hollinbeck  Kagin  “America’s  Outstanding  Collection 
of  Silver  Dollars”  FPL  in  1959  for  $1,250.00,  an  extremely  aggressive  price  in 
1959.  I believe  it  remained  unsold  for  the  next  36  years  until  it  was  consigned 
to  a Bowers  Merena  September  1995  auction  sale.  Ex  Emanuel  Taylor- 
John  Whitney  Walter  (Mr.  i796)-Miller  collection  (today). 
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Numismatic  storytelling  has  a venerable  history.  From  the  sixteenth 
century,  when  numismatic  books  first  emerged,  fact  and  fable  have  been 
interwoven  into  interesting  stories.  John  Cunnally’s  remarkable  1999 
Images  of  the  Illustrious  cites  the  1579  account  by  Antoine  Le  Pois  “of  a 
bron2;e  coin  of  the  emperor  Augustus  that  was  found  in  Brazil,  thereby 
proving  that  ancient  Roman  mariners  had  reached  the  New  World  long 
before  Columbus.”  Another  example,  perhaps  more  credible,  is  found 
in  Jacques  Spon  and  George  Wheler’s  late-seventeenth'century  travel 
book,  which  includes  a fascinating  account  of  a voyage  to  Greece  with 
famous  numismatist  J.  F.  FoyWaillant.  Before  they  left  France,  near 
Marseilles,  the  travelers  were  alarmed  by  the  near  approach  of  a “Turk' 
ish”  corsair,  prompting  Vaillant  to  swallow  twenty  ancient  gold  coins 
to  avoid  their  appropriation  by  said  privateers.  Sea  pirate  lore  also  later 
played  a part  in  a story  adduced  to  explain  the  rarity  of  1804  dollars. 

In  nineteenth'century  America,  Augustus  B.  Sage  and  Edward  Co' 
gan,  fathers  of  the  American  coin  trade,  published  tantalizing  if  brief 
reminiscences  of  their  numismatic  careers  in  the  initial  1866-1867  volume 
of  the  American  Journal  of  TJumismatics.  In  recent  years,  that  printer’s 
devil  Joel  J.  Orosz  has  written  widely  and  wonderfully  about  American 
numismatists  and  numismatics  of  our  past.  And,  of  times  both  past  and 
present,  no  one  has  contributed  more  to  the  genre  than  Q.  David  Bow' 
ers.  Many  of  the  writings  of  John  Adams  belong  in  this  category,  as  do 
others  left  unnamed  here.  I make  no  grandiose  claims  but  do  hope  that 
readers  of  what  is  intended  to  be  a series  of  reminiscences  and  “what 
have  you”  will  enjoy  the  perusal,  in  some  degree,  of  what  I am  having 
so  much  fun  writing. 

Recently,  I published  a book  entitled  The  Reference  Library  of  a ?Ju' 
mismatic  Bookseller.  The  preface  perhaps  best  sets  the  stage  for  subse' 
quent  articles,  and  it  follows: 
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I began  collecting  coins  as  a child  of  nine  or  ten  and,  in  the  mid' 
1960s,  began  dealing  in  coins  in  a small  way.  Soon,  I was  buying  current 
reference  works  on  various  numismatic  topics,  mainly  from  Bebee’s  of 
Omaha,  the  premier  retail  numismatic  bookseller  of  the  day.  I also  began 
to  receive  Frank  and  Laurese  Katen’s  auction  catalogues  and  fixed  price 
lists  of  rare  and  out  of  print  numismatic  literature.  This  opened  a new 
world  for  me.  A love  of  books  since  early  childhood,  combined  with  a 
love  of  coins  but  decidedly  poor  coin  dealing  skills,  metamorphosed  over 
several  months  into  a fledgling  career  as  a numismatic  bookseller. 

Soon  I was  visiting  Southern  California  out  of  print  and  antiquarian 
book  stores  on  a regular  basis.  Every  month  or  two  I made  the  trek  to 
Los  Angeles  and  nearby  Hollywood,  both  book  meccas  at  the  time.  The 
streetwalker/ drug'dealer  culture  was  yet  to  come  to  Hollywood  Bou' 
levard — at  the  time  there  were  one  or  more  good  bookstores  on  nearly 
every  one  of  the  dozen  or  so  blocks  that  would  later  became  notorious  for 
less  salutary  activities.  Nearly  always  a bounty  of  numismatic  books  was 
the  result  of  an  excursion  and  I began  issuing  modest  lists  of  Numismatic 
Literature  for  Sale  in  May  1967. 

Early  on,  in  a hole'in'the'wall  store  in  the  City  of  the  Stars — on 
the  eastern  outskirts  of  the  book  scouting  section  of  Hollywood  Boulc' 
vard — a volume  was  purchased  which  I described  as  follows; 

HEATH,  GEORGE  F.  Ed.:  The  Numismatist  1888-1893.  The  first 

SIX  volumes  bound  together.  ALL  ORIGINALS.  Very  rare.  Price  on 

request. 

It  was  acquired  quite  reasonably  (determined  to  be  a better  bookseller 
than  a coin  dealer,  I had  also  asked  for  and  received  a modest  discount). 
The  "on  request”  sale  price,  a mid  three  figure  amount,  was  reduced  a 
bit  to  the  sole  prospect  and  a celebration  was  in  order  when  payment 
arrived.  Nowadays,  needless  to  say,  the  price  would  be  in  five  figures  and 
a full  page  description  and  color  illustrations  would  be  required;  then, 
twenty'odd  words  sufficed. 

In  addition  to  frequent  book  scouting  forays,  I had  the  good  for' 
tune  to  make  contact  with  Charles  Z.  Mihalyi,  a prominent  Glentown, 
New  York  real  estate  broker  and  a noted  numismatist.  His  exceptional 
collection  of  Hungarian  and  Transylvanian  coins  and  medals  was  sold 
posthumously  at  auction  in  1977  by  Stack’s  in  a catalogue  bearing  his 
name.  Erom  the  1920s  through  the  1960s,  Mihalyi  methodically  formed 
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his  extensive  collection  by  participating  in  coin  sales  worldwide.  And  he 
saved  nearly  every  catalogue ! I bought  his  entire  holdings,  a large  box  or 
two  at  a time,  over  a period  of  a few  years.  It  was  an  education.  Not  only 
did  I encounter  virtually  all  of  the  numismatic  auction  sales  catalogues 
issued  over  nearly  a half  century,  I learned  how  to  value  them,  however 
modest  those  prices  may  have  been  at  the  time. 

A hiatus  in  the  early  1970s  corresponded  with  an  acceleration  of 
interest,  spurred  in  the  United  States  by  the  Katen  sales  of  the  George 
J.  Fuld  library,  and  in  Great  Britain  by  the  emerging  career  of  Douglas 
Saville  at  Spink  6?  Son  Ltd.  and  the  superb  catalogues  which  were  be' 
ginning  to  be  issued  by  David  Edmunds  under  the  John  Drury  banner. 
Following  a few  successful  fixed  price  lists,  the  first  Kolbe  mail  bid  sale 
was  conducted  on  February  28,  1976.  The  business  had  dramatically 
changed.  A market  capable  of  supporting  a career  as  a numismatic  book' 
seller  had  somehow  emerged  in  a matter  of  several  years.  In  1977  and 
1978,  the  outright  purchase  and  subsequent  sales  of  the  fine  numismatic 
libraries  of  Floyd  Haz,elwood  and  Bill  Castenholz,  led  to  a public  auction 
sale  in  1979,  the  first  of  many  to  come. 

After  operating  for  a decade  under  the  name  of  '‘G.  Frederick  Kolbe,” 
it  became  clear  that  an  expanded  appellation  would  be  beneficial.  In 
1978,  after  being  addressed  one  too  many  times  as  “Fred”  or  “Freder' 
ick,”  it  became  obvious  that  a name  adopted  to  facilitate  mail  sorting 
had  become  a negative,  and  my  full  name,  “George  Frederick  Kolbe,” 
was  henceforth  adopted. 

By  Sale  Two,  descriptions  had  begun  to  improve  and  a bibliogra' 
phy  of  “Some  Works  Cited”  was  printed  on  the  rear  inside  cover  of 
the  catalogue.  Though  comprising  only  ten  titles,  it  was  the  beginning 
of  a concentrated  endeavor,  culminating  in  the  library  described  here. 
Beyond  providing  an  invaluable  source  of  professional  information,  its 
formation  became  a challenging  and  most  enjoyable  pursuit.  It.should  be 
noted  that  no  claim  is  made  as  to  completeness,  particularly  in  the  case 
of  more  recent  publications  and  those  of  an  obscure  nature. 

Early  positive  influences  were  many.  The  “John  Drury”  catalogues, 
replete  with  bibliographical  citations  and  scholarly  commentary,  were 
an  inspiration,  as  were  the  painstakingly  detailed  descriptions  of  rare 
American  numismatic  publications  written  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  in  several 
of  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  catalogues  of  the  period.  A 
close  friendship  was  formed  with  Douglas  Saville,  whose  understanding 
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of  the  worldwide  rare  and  out  of  print  numismatic  book  world  is  second 
only,  perhaps,  to  his  marketing  abilities.  His  encouragement  to  develop 
an  international  numismatic  book  business  was  instrumental.  The  infec- 
tious enthusiasm  and  exhortations  of  Jack  Collins  resulted  in  the  pub- 
lication of  catalogues  with  higher  production  values;  often  graced  with 
illustrations  attributable  to  his  photographic  talents. 

From  Sale  One,  John  W.  Adams  was  a steadfast  friend  and  an  invalu- 
able mentor  and  supporter.  Later  on,  the  advice  and  encouragement  of 
Jonathan  Kagan  was  key.  John  Bergman  was  another  inspiration,  par- 
ticularly in  terms  of  his  serious  devotion  to  the  topic  and  his  sterling 
ethics.  The  support  of  my  wife  Linda  and  my  father  and  mother  were 
indispensable.  The  satisfaction  and  joy  derived  from  being  a numismatic 
bookseller  for  over  four  decades  is  due,  in  the  main,  to  the  rather  won- 
derful world  inhabited  by  numismatic  bibliophiles  and  researchers.  To 
the  many  not  mentioned  here,  rest  assured  that  you  do  not  go  unap- 
preciated. 


Help  Promote  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III  sets  up  a club  table  to  represent  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  (and  the  International  Bank  Note  Society, 
Numismatics  International,  Numismatic  Literary  Guild,  and  several 
other  organizations)  at  the  MFC  Fest,  the  International  Paper  Money 
Show,  and  the  summer  FUN  Show.  Howard  will  no  longer  set  up  at 
American  Numismatic  Association  events  and  the  January  FUN  Show. 

The  Asylum  and  NBS  membership  applications  are  given  to  numisma- 
tists interested  in  our  society  from  the  table.  Journals  and  applications 
from  other  societies  are  also  given  out. 

There  are  also  world  bank  notes  and  coins  to  give  to  young  and  new 
numismatists  in  a packet  which  includes  a consolidated  membership 
application  form  for  all  of  the  groups.  References  are  also  given  out, 
especially  to  teachers  and  scout  counselors  for  them  to  use  with  their 
students  and  scouts. 

Howard  always  needs  volunteers  to  staff  the  table  and  needs  your 
unwanted  references,  journals,  world  banknotes,  and/or  world  coins. 
Please  contact  him  at  hadaniel3@msn.com  to  make  donation  arrange- 
ments. The  best  method  is  to  take  them  to  him  at  one  of  the  shows  or 
events  he  attends,  otherwise  you  can  mail  them  to  him.  Howard  will 
reply  with  a thank-you  letter  which  will  describe  the  donation  for  tax 
purposes. 


From  the  AA[S  Library 


Never  Judge  a Numismatic  Book  by  Its  Cover! 

Elizabeth  Hahn 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  a majority  of  the  books  in  the  ANS  Library  are 
bound  in  library  bindings.  This  includes  many  of  the  rare  books,  which 
had  been  rebound  at  some  point  in  the  twentieth  century  with  a mod' 
ern  binding  in  order  to  protect  the  contents  inside.  (According  to  a 
brief  survey  conducted  recently  of  215  books  from  the  rare  book  room, 
almost  half  were  modern  library  bindings.)  This  is  not  surprising,  but  it 
means  that  many  of  the  most  interesting  books  can  be  easily  overlooked 
by  the  casual  observer,  as  generic  library  bindings  are  for  the  most  part 
not  decorative  and  are  composed  of  a single,  solid  color  with  basic  bib' 
liographic  text  on  the  spine.  There  have  been  many  cases  where  I have 
selected  a book  in  one  of  these  otherwise  uninteresting  library  bindings 
from  the  rare  book  room  only  to  discover  wonderful  things  inside.  So  I 
am  continually  delighted  and  pleasantly  surprised  when  I come  across 
one  of  these  treasures  that  I had  not  seen  before.  (And  with  the  ANS 
library  collections  as  large  as  they  are,  this  happens  on  a regular  basis !) 
On  many  occasions,  I must  admit  that  I do  not  even  know  the  signifi' 
cance  of  what  I am  looking  at,  so  my  article  here  allows  me  the  pleasure 
of  researching  and  learning  more  about  various  items  in  the  collections. 

A topic  that  I have  come  back  to  on  multiple  occasions,  and  which 
I am  particularly  interested  in,  is  that  of  paper  money.  I am  especially 
drawn  to  early  engravings,  which  can  take  many  forms,  including  elabo' 
rate  frontispieces  in  books,  plates  of  coins  or  structures,  or  vignettes 
designed  specifically  for  paper  money.  The  detail  with  which  many  of 
these  engravings  are  composed  is  incredible  and  it  is  no  wonder  that 
such  engravings  and  plates  have  at  times  been  intentionally  removed 
from  books  to  be  sold  or  displayed  as  isolated  works  of  art,  which  can 
mean  a loss  of  important  provenance  information.  With  the  different 
characters  and  scenes  and  attention  to  detail,  the  engravings  found  on 
paper  money  are  like  miniature  portable  works  of  art.  My  interest  in  the 
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topic  was  renewed  with  the  recent  publication  of  the  second  edition  of 
Mark  D.  Tomasko’s  book,  The  Feel  of  Steel:  The  Art  and  History  of  Ban\' 
7S(ote  Engraving  in  the  United  States  (New  York:  American  Numismatic 
Society,  2012).  The  book  is  an  excellent  introduction  to  both  the  history 
and  the  process  of  bank-note  engraving  and  is  visually  appealing,  with 
more  than  one  hundred  high-quality  illustrations. 

Looking  at  the  relevant  numismatic  literature,  we  see  that  the  theme 
of  many  nineteenth-century  books  on  the  topic  of  bank-note  engraving  in 
the  United  States  revolves  around  efforts  against  counterfeiting.  Books 
that  reproduced  different  vignettes  found  on  circulating  paper  money 
helped  to  educate  the  public  on  this  topic.  The  counter  side  to  this  of 
course  is  the  fear  of  providing  too  much  information,  which  could  be 
used  to  produce  more  accurate  counterfeit  notes.  In  the  bank-note  indus- 
try, the  term  used  for  the  pictures  engraved  on  bank  notes  and  securi- 
ties was  “vignette,”  which  was  a decorative  and  un-bordered  picture. 
Vignettes  on  bank  notes  and  securities  were  used  both  as  decoration 
but  more  importantly  as  counterfeit  deterrence,  as  they  were  difficult 
to  reproduce.  The  scenes  chosen  as  vignettes  changed  over  time,  but  hu- 
man figures  were  a common  design  used  overall  and  scenes  of  allegory  or 
early  America  were  common  throughout  the  nineteenth  century  in  the 
United  States.  Portraits  were  especially  popular,  not  only  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  duplicating  a human  image  but  because  of  the  potential  for 
political  propaganda.  The  production  of  a <i-cent  note  of  United  States 
Fractional  Currency  (1864-1869)  depicting  Spencer  Clark  prompted 
Congress  to  pass  a law  that  forbade  the  portrayal  of  any  living  person 
on  United  States  currency.  (Spencer  Clark  was  the  first  head  of  the 
National  Currency  Bureau,  which  became  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing  in  1868.  For  an  image  of  this  currency,  see  ANS  0000.999.30087 
in  MANTIS  or  Fig.  3 from  “Library  News”  in  A?{S  Magazine  2012 
issue  2.) 

Perhaps  the  best  known  counterfeit  detectors  are  those  of  Laban 
Heath,  who  produced  thousands  of  books  in  different  editions  from  1864 
to  1889.  The  ANS  Library  also  holds  a copy  of  the  Naramore  cards  in 
one  of  the  three  executed  formats.  They  appear  as  a series  of  heavy  cards 
with  photos,  bound  together  and  decorated  with  gilt  printed  borders 
and  gilt  edges,  all  contained  within  a black  morocco  pouch  measuring 
3 ‘A  X 4V4  inches  (Fig.  i).  The  photos  inside  were  25%  of  the  original 
size  of  the  currency  and  the  album  includes  eighteen  fine  photographs  of 
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Figure  i.  Black  morocco  pouch  with  detail  of  album  pages  of  Naramore’s 
Photographic  T^ational  Ban\JJote  Detector,  c.  1866,  3 V2  x 4V4  inches. 


legal  tender  and  national  bank  notes  of  the  period.  The  leather  wallet  is 
exceedingly  rare;  only  three  are  known  to  have  survived.  The  Naramore 
cards  were  the  first  time  that  circulating  U.S.  currency  was  officially 
photographed  for  distribution  to  the  public,  a practice  which  was  soon 
discontinued.  The  entire  item  is  safely  protected  in  a specially  made 
clam  enclosure,  which  is  easy  to  mistake  for  a modern  library  binding 
and  ultimately  shows  yet  another  example  of  the  exciting  variety  and 
interesting  material  that  sit  quietly  and  sometimes  unnoticed  on  the 
shelves  of  the  ANS  Library. 

On  the  topic  of  counterfeit  detectors,  the  ANS  Library  contains  a 
copy  of  the  1872  work  on  bankmote  engraving  by  Waterman  L.  Ormsby 
(1809-1883),  A Description  of  the  Present  System  ofBan\?Jpte  Engraving, 
Showing  Its  Tendency  to  Facilitate  Counterfeiting:  To  Which  Is  Added  a 
J^ew  Method  of  Constructing  Ban\7Jptes  to  Prevent  Forgery  (New  York; 
W.  L.  Ormsby,  London:  Willoughby  6?  Co.,  1852).  Rebound  in  an  olive- 
green  library  binding,  the  ANS  Library  copy  of  Ormsby ’s  impressive 
work  bears  no  evidence  of  the  leather-grained  red  cloth  binding  with  gilt 
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decorative  titling  that  would  have  originally  bound  the  work.  (One  such 
originally  bound  version  appeared  in  the  recent  Kolbe^Fanning  NYINC 
2013  sale,  lot  237.)  Ormsby,  who  established  the  New  York  Bank  Note 
Co.  (50  Wall  Street),  details  methods  of  bank-note  engraving  employed 
at  the  time  and  stresses  that  the  technique  of  using  a simple  combina- 
tion of  various  vignettes,  numbers,  and  words,  all  separately  engraved, 
was  not  fully  effective  in  protecting  against  counterfeiting  as  they  are 
easily  copied.  Rather  than  using  multiple  vignettes,  Ormsby  promotes 
the  technique  of  using  one  engraving  per  side,  which  would  include  all 
of  these  details  together  and  which  would  ultimately  be  harder  to  copy. 
The  thirteen  plates  in  Ormsby’s  book  help  illustrate  his  points  through 
example.  On  plate  12  (Fig.  2),  he  provides  the  names  of  the  artists  re- 
sponsible for  various  bank-note  vignettes  collected  on  one  page  “in  order 
to  demonstrate  that  the  work  of  our  best  Engravers  in  the  patch-work 
system  of  constructing  Bank  Notes,  affords  no  security  against  fraud; 
and  not  in  the  least  as  reflecting  the  slightest  blame  upon  the  Artists 
themselves.”  The  engravers  of  the  vignettes  on  this  plate  include  A.  B. 
Durand,  J.  W.  Casilear,  V.  Balch,  Wm.  S.  Barnard,  Toppan  Co.,  and 


Figure  2.  Plate  12  from  W.  L.  Ormsby,  A Description  of  the  Present  System  of 
Ban\7sl(^te  Engraving. , 185a. 
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Ormsby  himself  (who  produced  nos.  2 and  23).  Plate  13  (Fig.  3)  illustrates 
some  of  the  exquisite  detail  that  is  possible  in  a simple  design. 

Vignettes  could  be  either  stock  images  used  more  than  once  or  unique 
images  specifically  engraved  for  a particular  bank  or  company.  They  ap' 
pear  in  counterfeit  detectors  and  also  in  specially  bound  vignette  books 
that  were  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  from  the  sec' 
ond  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Unlike  many  of  the  books  under  dis^ 
cussion,  these  vignette  books  were  often  assembled  for  presentation  to 
very  important  people  and  therefore  the  vignettes  within  are  frequently 
protected  by  a more  elaborate  and  elegant  binding  that  would  easily 
catch  the  eye.  But  a discussion  about  some  of  the  more  exquisite  bindings 
in  the  collections  must  be  put  on  hold  for  a future  article ! 


Figure  3.  Plate  13  from  W.L.  Ormsby,  A Description  of  the  Present  System  of 
BanJ{  TJote  Engraving. . . , 1852. 
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The  1893  Frossard  &•  Hays 

David  F.  Fanning 

As  in  coins,  the  more  one  studies  numismatic  literature  the  more  one 
realizes  that  books  come  in  varieties  of  one  sort  or  another.  In  the  pub' 
lication  of  a modern  book,  every  copy  is  usually  printed  in  one  press 
run  and  then  sent  to  a binder  who  identically  binds  the  entire  edition, 
making  for  a uniform  edition.  With  many  older  books,  however,  copies 
were  printed  in  smaller  batches  as  demand  dictated  and  little  changes 
may  have  been  introduced  between  printings.  A few  mistakes  may  be 
corrected.  The  paper  used  may  change.  Advertising  pages  may  be  added 
at  the  end.  Sometimes  the  changes  aren’t  so  little.  Maybe  the  printer  had 
a falling  out  with  the  binder  and  the  next  batch  was  sent  to  someone 
else  to  bind.  Perhaps  some  photographic  plates  were  added— or  deleted, 
for  whatever  reason. 

Varieties  of  nineteenth'Century  American  numismatic  publications 
have  been  on  my  mind  lately  due  to  a recent  personal  acquisition.  In 
late  2012,  I purchased  a copy  of  Edouard  Frossard’s  Varieties  of  United 
States  Cents  of  the  Year  1794,  written  with  William  Wallace  Hays  and 
published  in  1893.  I already  had  a copy  of  this  work  in  my  library,  but 
was  intrigued  by  this  example,  which  was  inscribed  by  Frossard  in  1893 
to  Henry  Phelps.  For  whatever  reason,  the  Frossard'Hays  volume  is  very 
rarely  encountered  signed  by  Frossard,  despite  being  the  most  significant 
of  his  three  published  books.  The  book  must  have  been  published  late 
in  the  year,  as  Frossard  did  not  advertise  it  in  The  ?{umismatist  during 
1893  and  it  was  only  reviewed  in  the  April  1894  issue.'  As  the  inscrip- 
tion  on  this  copy  shows,  however,  it  must  indeed  have  appeared  in  1893, 
the  date  given  on  the  book’s  title  page. 

It  has  been  welhknown  for  quite  some  time  that  the  1893  Frossard' 
Hays  is  encountered  in  two  similar  yet  distinct  bindings.  Both  binding 


I Strangely,  the  book  doesn't  seem  to  have  been  reviewed  in  the  American  'journal  of 
JT^rmsmatics. 
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variants  feature  horizontal  decorative  bands  near  the  top  and  bottom 
of  the  front  cover.  On  the  one  variant,  these  bands  are  about  one  inch 
thick;  on  the  other,  they  are  closer  to  0.75  inch.  Both  feature  slightly  dih 
ferent  decorative  devices  in  the  basic  shape  of  a Greek  F,  but  the  second 
has  filigree  work  in  the  interior  angle  of  the  device.  While  both  covers 
are  more  or  less  red,  the  first  is  distinctly  more  crimson  and  the  second 
more  maroon.  Both  feature  the  same  endpapers.  As  the  different  bind' 
ings  have  not  been  depicted  before  in  The  Asylum,  they  are  reproduced 
here  (Figures  i and  2). 

My  1893'dated  copy  is  in  the  first  binding  described  above  (inch'thick 
bands,  crimson,  no  interior  filigree).  Is  this  an  indication  that  it  was  the 
first  binding,  chronologically  speaking?  Perhaps.  But  it  isn’t  proof.  The 
plates  and  text  are  identical,  so  there  are  no  further  clues  to  be  found 
there. 

The  review  of  the  book  in  the  April  1894  issue  of  The  J\[umismatist 
includes  an  interesting  statement  that  could  provide  a clue; 

Since  the  publication  of  Dr.  Mavis’  fsic|  work  on  the  cents  of  1794 
which  so  long  has  been  the  authority  on  the  cents  of  this  year,  several 
new  varieties  and  combinations  of  dies  have  been  discovered  render' 
ing  a new  edition  almost  a matter  of  necessity.  This  has  been  accom' 
plished  by  Messrs.  Frossard  and  Hays,  two  men  as  well  qualified  by 
study  and  research  on  the  subject  as  we  have.  Two  photogravure  plates 
of  forty  obverses  and  forty  reverses  taken  from  excellent  specimens 
faithfully  illustrate  the  text.  In  all  fifty'sbc  varieties  are  illustrated  and 
described.  A table  is  presented  giving  the  corresponding  number  in 
Dr.  Mavis  fstill  sic]}  work.  The  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.  L’t’d.,  of 
N.Y.,  have  bought  up  the  remaining  edition  and  will  send  copies  of 
the  work  postpaid  for 

One  wonders  if  the  change  in  binding  might  be  related  to  the  change  in 
distributor,  with  the  second  binding  coming  about  after  Scott  Stamp 
and  Coin  took  over.  If  Scott  simply  bought  the  unbound  pages,  this  may 
well  be  the  case.  Odds  are,  however,  that  we’ll  never  know  for  certain. 


2 The  Numismatist,  vol.  7,  no.  4 (April  1894),  page  67.  Thanks  to  ANS  Librarian 
Elizabeth  Hahn  for  assistance  in  locating  this  review. 
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Figure  i.  Frossard  and  Hays  Variant  I;  crimson  cloth,  inclvthick  bands,  no 
filigree. 
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Figure  2.  Frossard  and  Hays  Variant  IF.  maroon  cloth,  0.75  inch  bands, 
filigree. 
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The  1851  Dr.  Lewis  Roper  Collection 
P.  Scott  Rubin 

This  is  the  first  of  a series  of  articles  I plan  to  write  about  numismatic 
auction  catalogues  issued  in  the  United  States.  I have  been  collecting 
coins  since  1955  and  numismatic  literature  since  at  least  1959. 1 have  been 
actively  collecting  auction  catalogues  since  at  least  1962.  When  people 
wonder  why  I collect  numismatic  literature  and  especially  auction  cata^ 
logues,  my  answer  is  because  that  is  where  some  of  the  most  interesting 
information  about  coins  and  paper  money  can  be  found.  After  realising 
that  I would  never  be  able  to  afford  a complete  collection  of  half  cents 
by  die  variety,  I found  I could  get  as  much  or  more  enjoyment  learning 
about  coins  as  I could  owning  them.  I then  found  that  much  information 
not  available  in  standard  references  could  be  found  in  auction  catalogues. 
So  now,  some  fifty  years  after  I began  collecting  them,  I plan  to  write 
about  them,  starting  with  the  earliest  significant  catalogue  issued  in  the 
United  States,  M.  Thomas  Son’s  18?  i auction  of  the  Dr.  Lewis  Roper 
collection. 

On  February  20,  1851,  the  first  virtually  alhcoin  auction  took  place  in 
the  United  States.  While  there  had  been  earlier  auctions  of  numismatic 
material  in  this  country,  this  sale  by  M.  Thomas  and  Son  was  noticed 
by  more  than  just  the  residents  of  the  city  in  which  it  took  place  (Phik' 
delphia),  in  fact  by  collectors  in  a number  of  towns  and  cities  on  the  East 
Coast  of  the  country.  In  all  auctions  containing  numismatic  material  we 
know  of  today  that  took  place  before  this  date,  it  composed  only  part 
of  a bigger  sale  of  other  items,  almost  always  books  or  household  goods. 

Emmanuel  Joseph  Attinelli’s  landmark  book  A Bibliography  of  Amer- 
ican J^umismatic  Auctions  Catalogues,  1828-187$,  on  numismatic  pub- 
lications in  America  describes  this  auction:  “This  is,  it  is  believed,  the 
first  coin  sale  in  this  country,  in  which  sufficient  interest  w'as  manifested 
by  numismatists  to  take  note  of  the  prices  paid  for  coins,  and  wTo  were 
the  purchasers.” 
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A little  over  half  a century  later  George  L.  McKay,  in  his  book  Ameri' 
can  Boo\  Auction  Catalogues,  1713-1934;  A Union  List,  listed  as  number 
551:  |i85i|  “Feb.  20.  Roper,  Dr.  Lewis,  Medals,  autographs,  &?c.  Thom- 
as. 24  p.  50  + 2 lots.  Copy;  P (p).  The  last  part  of  the  entry  shows  where 
a copy  of  the  catalogue  exists,  in  this  case  “P“  stands  for  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  located  at  1300  Locust  Street,  Philadelphia. 
The  “(p).”  means  their  copy  is  priced;  this  also  means  that  their  copy 
was  not  named  because  the  entry  did  not  have  an  “(n)“. 

The  interest  in  this  sale  was  apparently  surprise  to  M.  Thomas 
Son,  since  after  printing  an  edition  of  the  catalogue  for  their  usual  clients 
they  must  have  received  a number  of  inquiries  from  outside  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  so  that  a second  version  of  the  catalogue  was  issued  list- 
ing the  city  by  name.  Years  later  the  version  without  a city  designation 
would  lead  to  confusion;  one  of  the  two  copies  in  the  collection  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  is  bound  with  a group  of  British  cata- 
logues of  the  1850s. 

The  Roper  sale  itself  is  organised  differently  from  almost  all  numis- 
matic catalogues;  rather  than  giving  titles  of  the  contents  of  groups  of 
coins  the  cataloguer  chose  to  list  each  group  as  a “Lot”.  On  first  reading 
this  may  be  confusing  to  the  reader,  leaving  the  impression  that  only  fifty 
numbered  and  two  lettered  lots  were  contained  in  the  sale.  But  because 
some  “Lots”  contained  multiple  items  sold  separately,  this  would  be  a 
false  assumption. 

So  what  was  contained  in  the  sale?  Following  is  a review  of  what  it 
contained; 

Lot  i;  34  copper  medals  as  one  lot  ($11.90) 

Lot  2;  58  lots  of  copper  medals  including  electrotype  medals  (top  price, 
$3  for  Franklin  Institute  Medal) 

Lot  3;  21  white-metal  medals  as  one  lot  ($6.30) 

Lot  4;  74  copper  medals  as  one  lot  - complete  series  of  kings  of  France 
($95.20) 

Lot  5;  23  copper  medals  (top  price,  $3.20  for  a group  of  16  miscellaneous 
medals) 

Lot  6;  17  white-metal  medals  as  one  lot  ($2.55) 

Lot  7;  2 lots  of  Persian  and  Turkish  coins  (top  price,  $19.14  value  in  silver 
of  coin  sold  for  $20.00) 

Lot  8;  lot  of  Persian  and  Turkish  copper  coins  ($3.00) 
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Lot  9;  lot  of  French  copper  coins  ($2.50) 

Lot  10;  46  lots  of  French  silver  coins  (top  price,  $4.40  for  8 silver  coins 
of  Francis  I) 

Lot  ii;  63  lots  of  English  coins  (top  price,  $16.00  for  a 2 guineas,  a half 
guinea,  and  a 7 shillings  of  George  III) 

Lot  1 1 V2:  14  lots  of  Scottish  coins  (top  price,  $5.25  for  a crown  of  Mary) 
Lot  12;  German  coins,  value  in  silver  $16.64,  as  one  lot  ($19.30) 

Lot  13:  English  copper  coins  as  one  lot  ($0.89) 

Lot  14:  Italian  and  Sicilian  silver  coins,  value  in  silver  $24.65,  as  one  lot 
($24.00) 

Lot  15;  Italian  and  Sicilian  copper  coins  as  one  lot  ($1.00) 

Lot  16:  13  lots  of  Spanish  coins  (top  price,  $2.25  for  Charles  II) 

Lot  17:  Spanish  copper  coins  as  one  lot  ($1.12) 

Lot  18;  7 Portuguese  coins  (top  price,  $4.25  for  a gold  coin  of  Sebastian  I) 
Lot  19:  single  lot  of  Portuguese  copper  coins  ($0.12) 

Lot  20:  single  lot  of  German  copper  coins  ($0.62) 

Lot  21:  single  lot  of  American  cents  of  different  states  ($3.96) 

Lot  22;  26  lots  of  American  coins  (top  price,  $18.00  for  a 1792  half  dollar 
with  head  of  Washington) 

Lot  22  V2:  36  lots  of  American  medals  (top  price,  $38.60  for  a gold  medal 
for  the  storming  of  Stony  Point  |$3o  gold  value|) 

Lot  23:  single  lot  of  silver  German  coins,  $5.o9V2  value  in  silver  ($6.75) 
Lot  24:  single  lot  of  German  gold  coins,  $26.28  value  in  gold  ($25.50) 

Lot  25:  28  lots  of  German  coins  (top  price,  $3.42  for  a 2 crowns  and  two 
small  silver  of  Maria  Theresa) 

Lot  26;  single  lot  of  German  silver  and  copper  coins  ($2.25) 

Lot  27:  single  lot  of  12  small  copper  coins  ($0.50) 

Lot  28:  single  lot  of  miscellaneous  silver  medals  with  silver  value  of 
$33.35  ($26.00) 

Lot  29:  copper  medal  of  Victoria  in  case  ($1.50) 

Lot  30:  silver  medal  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  in  case  ($3.75) 

Lot  3 1;  16  lots  of  Swedish  and  Danish  coins  (top  price,  $3.00  for  a ducat 
of  Charles  XII) 

Lot  32:  single  lot  of  small  silver  coins  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  ($3.50) 
Lot  33:  single  lot  of  copper  coins  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  ($0.65) 

Lot  34:  single  lot  of  silver  coins  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti  (not  sold) 

Lot  35;  single  lot  of  i gold  and  27  silver  coins  of  the  Netherlands  valued 
at  $14.50  ($15.00) 
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Lot  36:  single  lot  of  27  silver  coins  of  the  cantons  of  Switz,erland  valued 
at  $6.49  ($7.50) 

Lot  37:  2 lots  of  Russian  coins,  one  lot  silver,  the  other  gold  and  platinum 
(top  price,  $6.75  for  gold  and  platinum  lot) 

Lot  38:  single  lot  of  Russian  copper  coins  ($0.62) 

Lot  39;  5 lots  of  Polish  coins  (top  price,  $2.50  for  a ducat  of  Ladislaus  IV) 
Lot  40;  8 lots  of  Italian  coins  (top  price,  $13.12  for  13  coins  of  the  Popes 
listed  separately) 

Lot  41:  single  lot  of  Italian  copper  coins  ($0.65) 

Lot  42:  6 lots  of  episcopal  coins  (top  price,  $2.37  for  a square  silver  coin 
of  Rudebertus,  Bishop  of  SaRburg) 

Lot  43;  single  lot  of  German  silver  coins  ($5.40) 

Lot  44:  loi  lots  of  Roman  coins  (top  price,  $6.50  for  2 gold  coins  of  the 
Eastern  Empire) 

Lot  45:  single  lot  of  Roman  copper  coins  ($7.00) 

Lot  46:  42  lots  of  consular  coins  (top  price,  $2.25  for  a lot  of  5 consular 
silver) 

Lot  47:  63  lots  of  Greek  coins  (top  price,  $10.80  for  12  silver  coins  of 
Alexander  the  Great) 

Lot  48:  single  lot  of  49  Greek  copper  coins  ($3.43) 

Lot  49;  single  lot  of  167  Roman  copper  coins  ($13.36) 

Lot  50:  single  lot  of  526  copper  coins  - varied,  many  tradesmen’s  tokens 
($9.20) 

Lot  A;  56  lots  of  medals  and  coins  and  electrotype  medals  and  books 
(top  price,  $6.75  for  The  Gold  and  Silver  Money  by  Bonneville,  with 
many  plates) 

Lot  B:  45  lots  of  autographs  - includes  scrapbook  of  Continental  money 
which  sold  for  $4.50  (top  price,  $23.00  for  letters  and  autographs  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration) 

A detailed  list  of  Lot  22  (American  coins)  follows: 

i:  dollar  (in  fine  preservation)  with  flying  eagle  1838  ($5) 

2:  2 dollars  with  flying  eagle,  1836  ($1.62) 

3:  I dollar  with  flying  eagle,  1839  ($2.12) 

4:  I dollar  and  half  dollar,  1794  ($0.67) 

5:  Massachusetts  shillings,  4 pieces  ($3.60) 

6;  Massachusetts  3 pence,  i piece  ($2.00) 

7:  half  dollar,  1839  ($2.10) 
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8:  half  dollar  with  the  head  of  Washington,  1792  ($18.00) 

9:  Annapolis  shilling,  2 pieces  ($1.75) 

10:  half  disme,  1792  ($2.00) 
ii:  gold  dollar,  1836  ($2.37) 

12:  3 cent  piece  in  silver  ($0.90) 

13:  quarter  eagle  (struck  from  California  gold),  1848  ($2.50) 

14:  half  cent,  1792;  half  cent,  1793  ($2.40) 

15:  Washington  cent,  1791  ($1.63) 

16:  Washington  cent,  1791  ($1.75) 

17:  Washington  cent,  1792  ($2.12) 

18:  4 cents  with  the  head  of  Washington  ($2.20) 

19:  cent,  1793  ($0.10) 

20:  2 cents,  8 half  cents,  in  remarkably  fine  order  ($1.50) 

21;  copper  medal.  Kittanning  destroyed  by  Col.  Armstrong,  September 
8,  1756  ($1.00) 

22;  silver  medal,  George  II  ($1.00) 

23;  fragment  of  the  Independence  Bell  ($0.50) 

24;  gold  locket  with  head  of  Washington  ruled  on  glass  ($2.00) 

25:  half  dollar,  1838,  with  flying  eagle  ($7.25) 

26:  medal,  Libertas  Americana  July  4,  1776  ($2.00) 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a number  of  the  United  States  coins  were 
patterns  and  that  the  group  also  contained  a coin  referred  to  as  Amer^ 
ica’s  first  commemorative  coin  by  a number  of  numismatic  researchers, 
including  Q.  David  Bowers,  the  1848  “CAL”  quarter  eagle.  Lots  4 and 
14  of  this  group  are  very  interesting;  the  first  contained  a 1794  dollar 
and  half  dollar  yet  sold  for  less  than  face  value  (could  this  be  the  1794 
copper  pattern?),  and  lot  14  contained  a 1792  half  cent  (is  this  one  of  the 
No  Silver  Center  cents?).  This  last  listing  is  not  the  only  time  a 1792 
issue  was  called  a half  cent  in  the  literature  of  the  1870s. 

The  welhknown  and  respected  numismatic  literature  collector  Dan 
Hamelberg  has  informed  me  that  his  named  and  priced  copy  has  a one' 
page  addendum  with  additional  lots  A thru  T (omitting  I),  plus  two  ad' 
ditional  items.  My  named  and  priced  copy  does  not  have  this  addendum 
but  does  seem  to  have  had  some  additional  lots  that  are  too  faded  to  read. 
My  copy  was  Richard  W.  Davids’  copy,  he  was  a noted  numismatist  of 
the  1850s  who,  according  to  Joel  Orosz’s  research  died  at  the  Battle  of 
Gettysburg  in  1863. 
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In  closing  it  should  be  noted  that  the  literature  of  today  always  refers 
to  the  last  lot  of  this  sale  as  being  non^numismatic.  This  is  not  true;  three 
of  the  forty-five  lots  offered  contained  Colonial  currency,  but  as  George 
Kolbe  reminded  me,  Attinelli  did  not  make  note  of  currency  sales,  so  it 
has  become  tradition  to  believe  that  the  last  group  of  items  offered  in 
the  Roper  sale  were  not  numismatic.  In  modern  terms,  even  if  this  sale 
had  only  contained  the  three  lots  of  currency  it  would  be  noted  as  a 
numismatic  sale. 


Book  Reviews 

George  F.  Kolbe,  The  Reference  Library  of  a Tfumismatic  Bookseller.  Ce^ 
darpines  Park,  Calif.:  Privately  Printed,  2012. 

It  will  probably  come  as  a surprise  to  learn  that  the  Numismatic  Bib' 
liomania  Society,  an  organization  founded  in  1979,  and  being — by  defi' 
nition — all  about  books,  possesses  a library  that,  until  very  recently, 
contained  nary  a volume.  That  is  not  a jest;  it  is  a fact.  For  more  than  33 
years,  NBS  members  have  obsessively  written  books,  avidly  purchased 
books,  promoted  books,  argued  about  books,  written  extensive  reviews 
of  books,  made  gifts  of  books,  and  possibly  even  made  book  on  books, 
but  not  until  late  December  of  2012  did  the  Society  itself  actually  own 
a book. 

Fittingly,  the  surviving  founder  of  the  Society,  George  F.  Kolbe,  now 
holds  the  additional  distinction  of  being  the  father  of  the  NBS  library, 
with  the  gift  of  his  new  volume.  The  Reference  Library  of  a Lfumismatic 
Bookseller.  More  fittingly  still,  Kolbe’s  bibliography  arrived  with  a letter 
laid  in,  reading  “Please  accept  this  volume  in  memory  of  NBS  founder 
Jack  Collins.”  Kolbe’s  modesty  in  omitting  his  role  as  NBS  coTounder 
is  becoming,  and  that  modesty  carries  over  into  the  title  of  his  book,  for 
it  will  prove  a work  of  lasting  importance  to  numismatic  bibliophiles 
and  bibliopoles  alike. 

Before  delving  into  the  attributes  of  this  most  intriguing  volume,  it 
seems  that  some  explanation  of  the  previously  bookdess  state  of  the  NBS 
is  in  order.  The  world’s  great  numismatic  societies,  of  course,  all  possess 
libraries,  and  for  good  reason.  These  societies  exist  to  preserve  and  study 
coins,  medals,  tokens,  and  paper  money,  and  have  always  considered  the 
maintenance  of  superb  reference  libraries  as  central  to  their  missions. 
The  NBS,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a numismatic  society  that  exists  to  prO' 
mote  the  appreciation  and  study  of  the  literature  of  numismatics.  NBS 
members  collectively — and  in  certain  cases,  individually — possess  the 
finest  libraries  in  the  hobby.  It  has  always  seemed,  therefore,  that  any 
attempt  to  build  an  NBS  library  was  something  akin  to  a resolve  to  haul 
tar  sands  to  Alberta. 
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The  NBS  is  hardly  hostile  to  learning,  or  to  the  preservation  of  its 
own  history;  in  1993,  the  Society’s  Board  created  the  position  of  Archi- 
vist, and  named  the  author  of  this  review  to  the  post.  Over  the  years, 
the  NBS  Archives  have  steadily  grown,  now  consisting  of  hundreds 
of  pages  of  financial  records.  Board  agendas,  newspaper  clippings,  pho- 
tographs, and  miscellanea,  including  award  plaques  and  audiotapes  of 
presentations.  Taking  pride  of  place  among  them  is  a pair  of  scrapbooks. 
One,  donated  by  the  ubiquitous  George  F.  Kolbe,  consists  of  Society- 
related  correspondence  ranging  from  the  early  1980s  to  the  mid-1990s. 
The  second,  created  by  the  Society’s  first  elected  President,  Cal  Wilson, 
was  purchased  for  the  NBS  by  another  past  President,  Michael  Sulli- 
van, and  consists  of  clippings,  photos,  and  ephemera  gathered  primarily 
during  the  1980s.  These  scrapbooks,  together  with  the  rest  of  the  docu- 
mentary collection,  provide  a record  of  NBS  history  that  could  not  be 
duplicated  today  at  any  price.  The  entire  repository  is  stored  in  acid-free 
folders  housed  in  archival  boxes,  in  order  to  assure  that  this  material  will 
be  available  for  future  generations  of  bibliophiles /scholars  seeking  to 
understand  the  Society’s  evolution  from  its  modest  beginnings  in  1979. 

It  seems  apropos  that,  as  the  NBS  Archives  approaches  its  twentieth 
anniversary,  it  has  finally  made  its  first  accession  of  a book.  To  say  that 
this  volume  is  one  that  only  George  F.  Kolbe  could  have  written  would 
be  merely  to  display  a firm  grasp  of  the  obvious.  When  George  hung  out 
his  numismatic  bibliopole’s  shingle  in  1967,  maps  to  guide  bibliophiles 
through  the  largely  trackless  wilderness  of  numismatic  literature  were 
few  and  dogged  by  shortcomings.  Many,  including  antiquarian  bibli- 
ographies and  the  Dictionary  Catalogue  of  the  American  Jfumismatic 
Society  Library,  were  too  rare,  or  too  expensive,  or  both,  for  general 
use.  Although  neither  scarce  nor  costly,  Phares  O.  Sigler’s  Jfumismatic 
Bibliography  was  mostly  limited  to  works  written  in  English  and  found 
in  the  collection  of  the  Library  of  Congress.  This  left  only  two  practical 
guides  to  be  consulted.  The  more  magisterial  of  the  two  was  Elvira  Eliz,a 
Clain-Stefanelli’s  Select  Lfumismatic  Bibliography,  published  only  two 
years  before,  which  touched  upon  numismatic  literature  in  all  places, 
and  from  all  times.  The  second,  more  discursive  guide  was  found  in  the 
auction  catalogues  of  Frank  Katen,  who  since  the  late  1950s  had  been 
increasingly  specializjing  in  selling  books  about  coins. 

Both  of  these  road  maps  had  their  merits,  but  also  possessed  consider- 
able demerits.  Clain-Stefanelli,  in  covering  such  vast  spans  of  time  and 
geography,  was  indispensable  to  the  bookseller,  yet  the  sheer  enormity 
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of  the  scope  required  her  to  include  only  the  major  works,  omitting  any 
number  of  obscure  but  nonetheless  valuable  references.  Katen’s  sales 
did  take  bibliophiles  down  these  less-trodden  paths,  but  he  had  appar- 
ently attended  the  Sergeant  Joe  Friday  school  of  cataloguing;  his  “just 
the  facts,  ma’am”  style  presented  what  amounted  to  lists  of  authors  and 
titles  with  hardly  an  annotation  in  sight.  Such  unadorned  lists  often 
hinted  at  book’s  information  value,  but  rarely  was  that  value  defined 
and  shared. 

It  was  left  to  our  intrepid  young  wayfarer  in  the  numismatic  waste- 
land, George  F.  Kolbe,  to  find  his  own  way  by  uncovering  the  references 
that  Clain-Stefanelli  had  omitted,  and  discovering  the  value  in  volumes 
only  implied  by  Katen’s  terse  descriptions.  Kolbe’s  quest  for  knowledge 
began  during  the  Johnson  administration,  and  continues  to  this  day. 
The  Reference  Library  of  a LRimismatic  Boo\seller  is  best  understood  as 
the  chronicle  of  that  quest.  It  documents  the  contents  of  Kolbe’s  own 
specialized  library  of  numismatic  bibliography,  painstakingly  gathered 
over  nearly  half  a century  of  exacting  toil  in  the  cataloguing  trade.  Kolbe 
makes  no  claim  that  his  is  a comprehensive  bibliographic  library,  nor 
that  its  contents  need  to  line  the  shelves  of  every  numismatist.  His  unas- 
suming demeanor,  however,  is  belied  by  the  fact  that  this  is  the  biblio- 
graphic library  he  used  to  become  the  foremost  numismatic  bookseller 
of  this — or  any  other — time.  The  Kolbe  bookshelf  therefore  comprises 
an  ensemble  to  conjure  with. 

The  table  of  contents  of  The  Reference  Library  of  a J^umismatic  Boo\' 
seller  reveals  an  ambitious  breadth  and  depth  of  subjects:  no  fewer  than 
23,  chapters,  1158  individual  entries,  an  appendix,  and  15  illustrations, 
all  covering  numismatic  bibliography  from  1579  to  2012;  an  abundance 
of  the  “usual  suspects”  of  numismatic  books,  catalogues,  journals,  and 
price  lists;  volumes  from  a host  of  related  disciplines,  and  many  works 
that  can  only  fall  into  the  “Who’d  a Thunk?”  category.  Each  of  the 
hundreds  of  bibliographical  entries  is  enriched  by  annotations  that  amble 
from  profound  scholarship  to  arch  observations  to  outright  whimsy. 
For  instance,  entry  3,09,  George  L.  McKay's  American  Boo\  Auction 
Catalogues,  1713-1934;  A Union  List ...  Including  Supplements  of  1946 
and  J948  elicits  this  thoughtful  commentary;  “The  ’List  of  American 
Book  Auction  Houses’  in  the  preliminary  text  enumerates  the  various 
locations,  dates  of  operation  there,  and  name  changes,  of  several  hundred 
firms,  many  of  whom  conducted  numismatic  sales.  Coin  sales  including 
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books  are  routinely  listed  and  the  collecting  careers  of  numismatists  with 
a broader  acquisitive  compass  can  also  be  traced.” 

Lest  the  reader  think  that  Kolbe’s  annotations  are  exclusively  schoh 
arly,  peruse  his  commentary  under  entry  626,  Richard  Stoneman’s  Land 
of  Lost  Cods:  The  Search  for  Classical  Creece:  “The  legendary  account  of 
fnumismatist  J.  F.J  Foy^Vaillant’s  swallowing  twenty  ancient  gold  coins 
to  avoid  their  appropriation  by  privateers  is  delightfully  retold,  conclude 
ing  with  the  denouement  that  f . . poor  Vaillant  was  left  to  recover  his 
coins  at  the  rate  nature  itself  permitted — which  he  duly  accomplished, 
afterwards  selling  them  to  his  friend  Dufour  from  Lyon.’”  Your  reviewer 
can  only  imagine  how  today’s  grading  services  might  treat  a submis' 
sion  of  coins  such  as  these  from  Monsieur  Dufour.  That  all  had  been 
“cleaned”  goes  without  saying;  under  the  circumstances,  however,  it 
would  be  unfair  to  call  them  “whiz,2,ed”;  although  it  does  seem  undeni' 
able  that  all  twenty  had  been  “processed”  (albeit  processed  naturally). 

The  greatest  value  of  The  Reference  Library  of  a Tfumismatic  Boo\' 
seller  lies,  without  question,  in  its  indispensability  as  a definitive  guide 
to  significant  numismatic  information  residing  between  the  unlikelL 
est  of  covers.  Eliz,abeth  M.  Harris’s  Experimental  Craphic  Processes  in 
England,  i8oo-i8yg,  (entry  454)  would  attract  the  attention  of  few  nm 
mismatists;  few,  that  is,  until  Kolbe  identifies  it  as  “An  indispensable 
well'illustrated  work  devoted  in  part  to  topics  of  inordinate  numismatic 
interest,  including  early  techniques  developed  by  pioneering  banknote 
engravers  such  as  William  Congreve,  John  Ibbotson,  and  Jacob  Pen 
kins,  and  often  citing  their  various  works  on  the  topic.  A section  is  also 

devoted  to  medal  ruling  machine  engraving  processes ” Not  many 

numismatists  would  have  discovered  that,  in  the  65  volumes  of  L'annee 
philologique  (entry  330),  numismatics  is  one  of  its  recurrent  subtopics.  He 
comments  that  “the  reviews  of  humanistic  works  appearing  in . . . periodh 
cal  publications  are  particularly  useful.” 

The  book’s  Appendix  comprises  a comprehensive  bibliography  of  the 
fixed'price  lists  (57  entries)  and  auction  sales  (125  entries)  of  George  Fred' 
erick  Kolbe  and  the  firm  of  Kolbe  ^ Fanning,  with  many  entries  enliv' 
ened  by  annotations  detailing  notable  sale  contents,  and  anecdotes  about 
consignors.  Here,  the  reader  learns  a diversity  of  fascinating  arcana.  The 
first  George  Frederick  Kolbe  bid  form,  for  example,  was  provided  by  My' 
ron  (Mike)  Kliman,  who  in  turn  had  received  this  format  directly  from 
his  father'Ui'law,  Abe  Kosoff  (entry  i).  We  also  learn  about  the  consignor 
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who  was  forced  to  sell  his  library  as  a direct  result  of  having  planted 
a sapling  (entry  71),  and  about  the  cover  of  a Kolbe  catalogue  that  was 
so  exuberantly  colorful  that  one  customer  commented  it  was  the  visual 
equivalent  of  listening  to  a song  by  the  late  Bob  Marley  (entry  82). 

George  F.  Kolbe’s  lifedong  love  affair  with  books  has  long  been  con' 
ducted  both  within  and  outside  of  the  boards.  Those  who  have  cob 
lected  special  editions  of  his  publications  over  the  years  know  that  he 
appreciates  the  book  as  art  nearly  as  much  as  he  appreciates  the  book 
as  information.  It  comes  as  no  surprise,  therefore,  that  The  Reference 
Library  of  a Tfumismatic  Bookseller  comes  dressed  in  Sunday  finery.  The 
regular  edition  of  150  copies,  including  the  NBS  example,  is  bound  in 
green  cloth  evocative  of  silk,  with  a rust'Colored  morocco  spine  tag. 
Ten  large'paper  copies  will  be  printed  (in  homage,  no  doubt,  to  the  ten 
large'paper  copies  of  Tfamis graphics  printed  by  Emmanuel  Joseph  At' 
tinelli,  all  of  which  remain  unlocated  today).  Kolbe’s  ten  will  wear  even 
lovelier  raiment,  namely  five  different  colors  of  quarter  morocco,  with 
matching  spine  tags. 

All  of  this  rarity  and  finery  certainly  befits  the  privately  printed 
record  of  a bibliopole’s  reference  library,  but  it  also  gives  rise  to  the 
only  substantive  criticism  that  can  be  legitimately  leveled  at  this  most 
estimable  volume.  One  hundred  sixty  copies  is  certainly  too  small  a print 
run  for  the  probable  demand;  moreover,  $195  for  the  regular  edition  and 
$895  for  the  large'paper  edition  ($200  of  which  will  be  donated  by  the 
author  to  the  NBS’s  Jack  Collins  Award  Fund),  are  prices  that  are  too 
high  for  the  average  numismatic  bibliophile.  Kolbe  has  undeniably  ere' 
ated  an  instant  classic,  one  that  will  long  be  consulted,  but  he  has  also 
created  an  instant  rarity,  which  will  soon  be  out  of  print,  joining  other 
essential  references,  such  as  ?fumisgraphics  and  American  Tfumismatic 
Literature.  One  can  only  hope  that  these  informational  cornerstones  of 
the  hobby  will  be  reissued  soon  in  sturdy  but  inexpensive  editions,  to 
support  the  further  growth  of  numismatic  bibliophilia. 

It  would  be  churlish  in  the  extreme,  however,  to  conclude  this  re' 
view  of  The  Reference  Library  of  a T^umismatic  Bool{seller  with  a quibble, 
and  a relatively  minor  one  at  that.  To  place  it  all  within  a small  ambit, 
the  history  of  collecting  numismatic  literature  in  the  United  States  can 
be  divided  into  two  epochs:  Before  Kolbe  and  After  Kolbe.  The  Refer' 
ence  Library  of  a T(nmismatic  Bool{seller  provides  a perch  from  which  the 
reader  can  trace — and  more  importantly,  appreciate — how  one  trailblaz,' 
ing  bibliopole  turned  BK  into  AK.  No  numismatic  library  worthy  of 
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the  name  will  henceforth  be  considered  adequate  without  this  volume 
occupying  a prominent  place  upon  its  shelves. 

Joel  J.  Orosz 

Karen  M.  Lee,  The  Private  Sl{etchboo\  of  George  T.  Morgan,  America's 

Silver  Dollar  Artist.  Atlanta:  Whitman  Publishing,  2012. 

Dennis  Tucker  kindly  provided  me  an  advance  look  at  The  Private 
Sl{etchbool{  of  George  T.  Morgan,  America' s Silver  Dollar  Artist.  An 
earlier  E'Sylum  item  covered  the  highlights,  and  a recent  Com  World 
article  published  a number  of  images  and  sample  pages  from  the  book. 
Here  are  a few  observations. 

First,  the  hobby  owes  many  thanks  to  the  Stack  Family,  Jeff  Garrett, 
and  author  Karen  Lee  for  rescuing  Morgan’s  sketchbook  from  obscurity 
and  fleshing  out  his  life  story  for  today’s  readers.  These  events  are  sum' 
mari2,ed  nicely  in  the  book’s  Foreword  by  Dick  Doty,  Senior  Curator 
of  Numismatics  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  where  the  sketchbook 
resides  today. 

Writing  a book  is  never  easy,  but  writing  this  one  would  have  been 
much  easier  had  the  author  chosen  simply  to  reproduce  Morgan’s  sketch- 
es along  with  spme  annotation.  But  as  noted  in  Doty’s  Foreword,  Karen 
Lee  used  the  sketchbook  as  a launching  pad  for  researching  the  artist’s 
entire  life  and  career,  and  the  result  is  an  important  contribution  to  the 
body  of  numismatic  knowledge. 

The  first  chapter  delves  into  Morgan’s  early  life  and  surroundings 
from  his  birth  in  Bilston  (near  Birmingham,  England)  in  1845.  Times 
were  tough — Morgan’s  father  ended  up  in  debtor’s  prison.  Young 
George  found  work  as  a die  sinker  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  He  attended 
the  Birmingham  School  of  Art  at  night  from  1861  to  1867,  then  found 
his  way  to  London  and  was  mentored  by  Leonard  Charles  Wyon,  whose 
family  had  designed  many  of  Britain’s  important  coins  and  medals.  From 
1873  to  1877  Morgan  worked  for  John  Pinches,  another  prominent  Brit- 
ish engraver  and  medalist. 

There’s  a lot  of  great  information  for  collectors  here,  especially  for 
those  who  delve  beyond  the  mere  accumulation  of  a series  by  date  and 
mintmark.  Here  are  found  many  of  Morgan’s  early  medals,  which  would 
make  a fine  collection  by  themselves  and  a perfect  companion  to  an  ex- 
hibit of  his  famous  U.S.  dollar  coins.  Examples  include  Morgan’s  1872 
Portrait  medal  of  Francis  Fowke  and  his  1876  Art  and  Labor  medal. 
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Following  an  exchange  of  letters  and  recommendations  initiated  by 
U.S.  Mint  Director  Linderman,  George  Morgan  arrived  in  Philadelphia 
on  October  7,  1876  to  begin  an  apprenticeship  that  would  lead  to  his 
lifelong  career  at  the  U.S.  Mint. 

Morgan’s  sketchbook  contains  designs  for  a number  of  proposed  and 
actual  coins  and  medals,  both  for  the  U.S.  Mint  and  private  commissions. 
This  paragraph  provides  a glimpse  into  the  knowledgable  commentary- 
on  Morgan’s  skills  seen  throughout  the  book  (p.  46): 

Morgan  was  also  expert  at  sfumato  gradation.  This  technique — when 
judiciously  applied — allows  an  artist  to  create  texture  and  depth  on 
flat  surfaces.  What  today  can  be  instantly  accomplished  with  a single 
click  on  a computer,  Morgan  practiced  years  to  master.  The  ability 
to  nuance  and  manipulate  visual  perception,  especially  on  a miniature 
scale,  is  what  set  him  apart  from  his  U.S.  Mint  colleagues. 

I didn’t  do  it  this  time,  but  I generally  approach  a new  book  from  back 
to  front,  for  often  the  best  parts  for  a researcher  are  found  there.  A good 
bibliography,  notes,  and  appendices  are  what  make  a book  most  useful 
to  both  readers  and  future  researchers.  The  Morgan  sketchbook  did  not 
disappoint. 

Appendix  A is  a catalogue  of  Morgan’s  American  numismatic  works, 
including  coins,  patterns,  medals,  decorations,  badges,  galvano  casts,  and 
other  items.  It’s  a lengthy,  detailed,  and  impressive  compilation  that 
could  well  serve  as  a blueprint  for  a book  of  its  own. 

Appendix  B contains  selected  illustrations  of  Morgan’s  American 
numismatic  works,  shown  in  color  at  actual  size.  Impressive! 

Appendix  C is  a gallery  of  images  of  selected  primary  source  docu- 
ments including  correspondence  between  U.S.  Mint  Director  Henry 
Linderman  and  Charles  Fremantle,  deputy  Master  of  the  British  Royal 
Mint. 

While  I would  have  enjoyed  seeing  more  comprehensive  appendices 
that  included  Morgan’s  non-American  work,  that  was  probably  beyond 
the  intended  scope  of  this  work.  Karen  Lee's  first  book  is  a masterful  one, 
and  I hope  we’ll  see  more  of  her  numismatic  writing  in  the  future.  We’ll 
have  an  opportunity  in  20 1-, — she  and  her  team  are  working  on  a new 
gallery  of  numismatics  to  open  at  the  National  Museum  of  American 
History. 

Wayne  Homren 
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